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Thk  Society  held  its  Annual  Meeting  on  Monday  Evenings 
the  18tli  of  January,  at  the  Capitol,  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  Tlic  ample  room,  so  kindly  granted  to  the 
Society,  was,  at  an  early  hour,  filled  to  overflowing,  with  citi- 
zens and  strangers  from  every  quarter  of  the  Union,  and  at  se- 
ven o'clock  the  Hon.  Charles  Fexton  Mercer,  one  of  the 
Vice-Presidents  of  the  Society,  was  called  to  the  Chair.  An 
appropriate  prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Laurie. 

The  following  gentlemen  appeared  as  Delegates  from  th* 
Auxiliary  Societies: 

From  the  Sociclij  of  Canjield,  Tnnnbull  county^  Ohio^ 
The  Hon.  Ki.isitA  WuriTLKSFY. 

/Vom  thp  Indiana  Slate  Society. 
The  Hon.  Wn,i,i\M  Hemjuuks. 

From  the  Soriety  of  Xcivurk,  X.  ./. 
The  Hon,  Theodohk  FnEi.ivf,niT\sr.\. 
IVom  the  St.  Clairsvillc  and  Jielmont  Co.  Society,  Ohio 
The  Hon.  H.   Rf(;r.i.KS. 

From  the  Society  nt  Pilt.ibitrp.  Fa. 
V\\c  Hon.  ^^  u.i.iAu  Mauks. 

/Vnr/j  the  Society  of  Hampton  County,  Afasi 
The  Hon.  Isaac  ('.  Rmts. 


ir 

t\Ofn  tti£  iioeitty  of  H'U/iiiiig(u)i,    Delonta4e. 
Tlie  Hon.  Arnold  Naudai.v. 

yrom  the  Society  in  Cincinnati^  Ohio. 
'I'ho  Hon.  Jaiod  Bvunei. 

From  the  JfTishington  Cjimtij  Societij,  in  Pt/ui. 
The  Hon.  W.  M'Cukkut. 
l\om  the  Societies  of  Crawford  and  Erie  Counties,  Penv. 
Tlie  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Sill- 

From  the  State  Society  of  Fermont. 
The  Hon.  Benjamin  Swifi. 

From  the  Society  of  Zanesville^  Ohio. 
Thi'  Hon.  AVn.LiAM  Irvin. 

From  the  State  Society  of  Maryland. 
The  Hon.  B.  C.  HowAun, 
.1.  H.  B.  Latuoibe,  Esq. 

From  the  Society  in  .Yeu*  York. 
ii.  P,  DisoswAV,  Esq. 

From  the  Society  in  Jlleteandria^  T).  ('. 
liev.  Mr.  Jackson-,  and  Hi'oir  Smith,  Esq. 

From  the  Society  in  dorj^cCotrn,  I).  ('. 
.ToF.i.  C'iinTF.M)i:.\,  Esq. 
Samukl  Mf'KEx.vKY,  Esq. 
RonF.KT  P.  DvNi.or.  Ksq. 
The    Annual    Report  wa^^  then  read  bv  the   SecKelurv,    Afr. 

frUMLF.Y. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  adopted: 

On  motion  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Irving,  of  Ohio: 

Resolved,,  That  the  Report  just  read  be  received  and  printed. 

fieneral  Wat-teh  Jom.-i  tlien  rose,  and,  in  a  very  appropriate  and  im- 
pressive speech,  of  some  minutes,  portrayed  the  high  character  of  the 
vtnerable  I'lcsirLent  of  tlie  Society,  Judge  Wa'shinoton,  and  eloquently 
expressed  the  grief  which  not  himself  only,  but  the  Society  and  country 
have  deeply  felt,  for  the  loss  of  private  virtue  and  public  worth  which  has 
been  sustained  b}  his  death.  He  then  ofTered  the  following  HcBolution, 
which  was  unanimously  adopted: 

licsolrcdy  That  this  Society  entertain  a  deep  sense  of  tlie  loss 
which  it  has  sustained  by  the  decease  of  its  venerable  President, 
the  Hon.  Bvsunor^  Washington,  and  that  it  will  cherish  an 
afFprtionato  i«'MH'(iihiari<f  of  his  inffllef  fual   and    moiid    worfh. 
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Mr.  Kii\  btutt'd  ii>;il  lie  ii:ul  just  Liccn  rcciuested  t<i  liiscliarg-e  a  Jut;- 
^v^^Ich  it  was  impubsiblo  for  tiiiii  to  decline. 

II  was  li>  propose  u  Hesolulion,  callinr^  on  tliis  meeting  to  do  honour  to 
the  memory  of  one  who  !i:ul  jjivcii  his  life  to  the  cause  of  African  Coloni- 
aRtion — who  h;ul  forsaken  friends,  kindred,  and  country,  and  the  fairest 
prospects  of  fame  and  happiness,  to  fulfd  the  dangerous  and  honourablo 
duty  to  which  he  had  devoted  himself,  und  in  whiclt  he  had  fallen! 

As  a  mcmher  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  where  the  zeal   and  talents  of 
Dr.  Richard  Handall,  (the  lamented  individual  to  whom  the  resolution  rc- 
fcrreil)  hud  been  so  conspicuous,  it  was  grateful  to  his  feelings  to  he  per- 
mitted to  call  for  this  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory.     It  was  still  moro 
grateful  to  him,  and  still  more  his  duty,  as  a  native  of  Maryland,   to   ofler 
a  resolution  which  endeavoured  to  express  and  to  record  the  worth  of  him 
whom  Maryland  had  given  to  the  cavise  of  this  Society-     He  was  proud  to 
know 'now  early  and  earnest  an  interest  that  State  had   manifested    for  the 
success  of  this  work  of  patriotism  and  liencvolence.     'I'he  means  of  making 
the  Society's  first  experiment  on  the  African  coast,  he  well   remembered, 
were  chiefly  furnished,  and  with  a  zeal  and  readiness  that  did  them  honour, 
by  the  liberal  inhabitants  of  her  principal  City — that  City  which  has  so  re- 
cently received  our  thanks  for  another  contribution  to  our  Treasury.     Hut 
>Iaryland  deserves  to  be  remembered,  on  this  occasion,  for  f.ir  richer  gifls 
than  those  of  treasure — slic  has  given  us  her  sons.     Her  small  metropolis, 
small  in  extent  and  population,  but  great  in  the  estimation  and    alfectionfj 
of  all  who  have  had  the  happiness  to  know   it — her  small   metropolis   han 
afforded  two  noble  sacrifices  to  this  cause  of  humanity.   Nor  has  Maryland 
ceased  to  be  prodigal  of  such  gifts,  when  such   a  cause  demands  them. — 
Another  of  her  sons  is  now  proceeding  to  the  same  scenes  of  peril,  an<l  has 
offered  talents,  health,  and  life,  to  the  service  of  that  cause   in    which  his 
brethren  have  honourably  fallen! 

If  time  permitted  he  would  he  glad  (he  saiil)  to  show  why  it  was  that 
Maryland  felt  this  distinguished  interest  in  the  success  of  this  enterprise — 
why  it  was  that  she  *Ao!</</ feel  it.  He  could,  however,  at  present,  only 
hint  at  the  principal  cause  which  had  produced,  and  would  continue  to 
province,  tills  feeling.  She  was  a  border  State — a  slave  State  binding  on  » 
free  State,  a  situation  which  both  enabled  an<l  compelled  her  to  compare 
the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  their  respective  in'<titut;ons.  She 
waa,  moreover,  in  a  situation  which  enabled  her  to  sec  that  a  change  of 
system,  greatly  and  e-sidently  to  her  benefit,  was  within  her  power — that 
there  was  an  evil,  which,  however  irremediable  elsewhere,  could  he  re- 
moved, and  was  in  fact  removing  from  her.  Therefore  she  looked,  and 
well  might  she  look,  to  folonization  and  to  ("olonizalion  alone.  To  aboli- 
tion she  could  not  look  and  nccii  not  look.  Whatever  that  sclirme  mar 
have  done,  heretofore,  in  the  Stated  now  free,  it  had  done  nothing'  and 
could  do  nothing  in    'hf^   slave   State*   for  the   rau^e   of  Immanitr       Thit 
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lu^jjcct  lie  rcjuitc.l  to  know  was  now  better  understood,  ami  M  begttii  i« 
see  tfut  il  was  wiser  and  safer  to  remove,  by  Colonization,  a  great  and 
otherwise  insuper.ihle  impediment  to  emancipation,  than  to  act  upon  the 
Riibj<*rt  of  emancipation  itself.  Maryland,  it  must  be  expected,  will  avail 
herself  of  her  advantages,  will  profit  by  the  lessons  she  is  compelled  to 
learn.  AH  that  can  be  required  of  her,  by  others  who  are  diflerently  situ- 
ated, is  that  she  will  do  tliis,  (as  she  may  and  will)  with  justice  to  them, 
carefully  avoiding  every  measure  which  may  injure  those,  who,  from  the 
difTcrcnce  in  their  situation  and  circumstances,  have  difTercnt  interests  and 
difl'erent  duties,  interfering  in  no  other  way  with  the  institutions  of  others 
than  by  silently  and  safely  teaching  them  what  she  has  silently  and  safely 
learned — that  a  slave  State,  bordering  on  a  free  State,  need  not  long  con- 
tinue such,  ciinnoi  long  continue  such. 

lie  would  not,  however,  detain  the  meeting  upon  this  subject.  He  ha'l 
only  risen  to  ask  the  meeting  to  express  their  regret  for  the  loss  of  Dr. 
Randai-l,  and  their  aflection  and  respect  for  liis  memory,  by  passing  the 
resolution  he  now  submitted: 

jRcsolved,  That  this  Society  will  cherish  a  sincere  ami  aflec- 
fionate  remembrance  of  Dr.  Richahd  Randall,  late  Colonial 
Agent  of  Liberia,  and  that  the  Board  of  Managers  be  authorized 
to  cause  a  monument  to  be  erected  in  the  Colony,  in  commemo- 
ration of  his  talents  and  his  worth. 

Gf.5.  John  Masov,  after  some  appropriate  remarks,  enforcing  tlie  im- 
portance of  exciting  the  free  coloureil  population  of  our  country  to  effort 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  means  of  defraying  the  expense  of  their 
transportation  to  Liberia,  submitted  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion, which  were  adopted: 

"Whereas  the  Society,  by  means  of  the  liberal  contributions  of 
its  friends,  has  been  enabled  so  to  plant  and  foster  the  settle- 
ments it  has  made  in  Liberia,  that  they  are  now  in  a  condition 
sufliciently  prosperous  to  ensure  to  the  Free  People  of  Colour, 
in  this  country,  advantages  universally  acknowledged?  and  it  is 
but  reasonable  that  those  disposed  hereafter  to  join  these  settle- 
ments, and  have  the  means,  should  defray  the  expense  of  their 
own  transportation — 

JResolccd,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Board  of  Managers 
to  devise  such  a  system  as,  in  their  Judgment,  may  be  best  oal- 
cuhtted  to  increase  the  number  of  settlers  of  the  proper  charac- 
ter, by  applying  the  funds  of  the  Society  to  the  transportation  of 
♦hose  only  who  arc  unable  to  pay  for  it,  and  by  inviting  to  emi- 
prat^,  in  consideration  of  other  facilitit.^,  such  a?  may  be  able  to 


vii  ^ 

ni*f{  (liai  ex|jciiic,  uu  condition    dial  iUer  par  the  «.()»(.  <>(   tlior. 
owu  trauaporCiitiuii. 

G.  >N'.  P.  (a.siii,  K^i\-  ol  Ailiii^tou,  oUcroil  the  following; 
lesolution: 

Jiesolvcii,  Tliat  the  inL-asuios  adopted  bj  the  State  Loloniza- 
tion  Society  ot  Keiilucky,  of  prcpniinga  memorial  to  Congress, 
(to  be  circulated  for  sii^iiatures  among  the  citixens,)  soiicitin}; 
aid  to  the  object  of  this  Society,  merits  the  entire  approbation  ot 
the  Parent  Institution;  and  that  oilier  State  Societies,  and  our 
friends  generally,  be  requested  to  imitate  this  example. 

After  rcadin:^  his  resolution,  Mr.  C.  addressed  the  Chair: 
Sir,  said  >Ir.  Ccstis,  this  voice  from  tlic  West,  the  great  ami  powcrfu! 
West,  comes  freshly  unci  pleasantly  o'er  our  senses.  Like  the  venial 
breezes,  which  reanimate  all  nature,  these  good  tidings  restore  our  hopes, 
sustain  our  confidence,  and  cheer  us  on  our  long  and  arduous  way.  Let  the 
Atlantic  region  respond,  and  let  its  voice  be  heard  even  to  those  shades 
where  a  retired  statesman,  giving  the  ardent  energies  of  his  talents,  and 
the  weight  of  his  intluoncc,  in  labours  for  our  weal,  promotes  and  jirospcrs 
the  objects  of  this  laudable  Institution.  Sir,  this  distiiiguislicd  individual, 
though  in  retirement,  ehould  notbe  forgotten.  He  has  been  a  good  soldier 
in  our  cause,  has  grown  grey  in  our  ranks,  and  for  his  early,  long,  and  gen- 
erous services,  deserves  to  be  held  insincere  and  honoured  recollection! 

Sir,  the  fast  spreading  influences  of  this  Institution,  show  tliat  we  aro 
gathering  friends  to  its  cause,  and  golden  opinions  which  rcacli  us  from 
many  quarters.  They  show,  too.  Sir,  the  march,  liic  all-powerful  march  ot 
the  human  mind — the  force  of  opinion.  Will  you  stay  that  mighty  force' 
At  well.  Sir,  might  you,  with  the  tiny  hand  of  infancy,  expect  to  bend  tho 
bow  of  Ulysses!  When  this  subtle  power  first  invades  us,  it  is  by  stealth, 
without  exciting  our  fear  or  wonder;  but  soon,  like  that  tropic  gale,  which, 
first  appearing  but  as  a  speck  in  the  horizon,  speedily  becomes  a  whola 
Heaven  of  clouds— it  hursts,  with  ovcrv.iiehning  and  resistless  fury,  bear- 
ing along  with  it,  in  wide  and  devastating  course,  all  that  nuiy  be  within  the 
scope  of  its  influence! 

•Tis  strange,  "nay  passing  strange,"  Sir,  that,  wJiilc  in  our  honest  endea- 
vours for  the  success  ofoiir  good  cause,  we  have  steadily  j)ursucd  our 
onward  way,  trusting  for  our  guerdon  to  the  approbation  of  the  liberal  and 
humane,  we  have  been  most  ungeturnusly  a.>.sailed,  an. 1  phials  of  wrath 
pourcfl,  and  in  "no  stinted  stream,"  upon  our  devoted  heads,  by  those  veri 
tabic  Southrons,  who,  abo»  c  all  oilier  pcrion.t,  this  Inslitiilion  can,  and  will 
most  essentially  serve.  They  tell  us,  that  when  our  journal  rcachem  their 
Hwellings,  the  afTrighted  mother  clasps  yet  more  closely  the  babe  to  lier 
breast,  scared  at  the  daggers  whirhgUain  in  every  line  nf  our  proocedingJ 
Sir,  'hs'ho  airdrn^vn   dnpgrr   of  .Macn^.f,  which  they  behold,  and  like 
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wlucli,  wlicii  lUcir  aliempl  lo  •'clutcli  it,"  it  wUl  lude  from  lluir grasp,  viuJ 
\khile,  v»illi  llic  cliieftiiiii  ofUiinsinanc,  lliey  mav  Lid  an  "unreal  mocker; 
l»cncc,"let  llierii  reflect  u))ontlie  real  dag^g-er,  which  has  been  rankling- in 
iheir  iiiuoms  for  an  hundred  years,  and  still  rankles  there.  And  is  there  no 
balm  in  Gilead'  Yes!  Here,  Sir — here,  in  the  wholesome  influences  of 
this  noble  charity,  is  there  alone  to  be  found  that  soolhinj^  balm,  and  effcc- 
tive  antidote,  which  can  heal  so  deep  and  dang-crous  a  wound.  I  may  he 
allowed  to  speak  somewhat  fceling:ly  on  this  theme,  having-  tlie  honour  to 
be  ulTL-ctlonately  remembered,  in  divers  of  the  writing's  of  mv  brother 
Southrons,  on  such  matters. 

How  remarkable  are  the  strong  currents  of  prejudice,  which  set  so  many 
and  counter  ways.  It  was  but  yesterday  this  Institution  was  accused  of  inter- 
ferinijf  with  tlie  rights  of  fihivc  property — to-day  we  find  that  very  property 
(not  of  our  seeking)  interfering  with  us;  and  we,  wlio  were  to  have  been 
the  puiluincrs  of  these  human  articles  have  them  now  offered  to  our  accep- 
tance, "without  money  and  without  pricci"  and,  the  rare  spectacle  is 
afforded,  in  this  our  very  morning  of  life,  of  numbers  of  slaves  waiting-  on 
our  ways,  their  bonds  ready  to  be,  by  their  masters,  knocked  ofl",  and 
ihey,  free  as  air,  to  crowd  the  decks  of  the  few  barks  our  limited  means 
enable  us  to  freight  for  Liberia.  Sir,  be  tlie  spirit  of  prophecy  my  faine! 
Did  I  not  forelel,  in  this  very  palace,  in  by-gone  years,  that  Kmancipa- 
lion  would  follow  in  the  train  of  Colonization'  Heboid!  already  they  are 
beginning  to  go  hand  in  hand.  'Tis  the  only  possible  mode  of  Kmancipa- 
tion,  at  once  safe  and  rational,  that  human  ingenuity  can  devise-  Coloni- 
aalion,  to  be  correct,  must  be  beyond  seas — Emancipation,  with  the  liber- 
ated to  remain  on  tliis  side  of  the  Atlantic,  is  but  an  act  of  dreamy  mad- 
ness! 

There  are  those.  Sir,  who  ask — and  could  not  a  quarter  centun. 
cease  and  determine  the  two  great  evils'  These  .ire  young  minds,  who 
behold  every  thing  through  the  false  and  flattering  medium  of  youth, 
when  hope  is  buoyant,  and  when  we  are  ardent  in  our  expectations  of 
pleasure  or  good.  You  and  I,  my  dear  Sir,  on  whom  the  frost  of  time 
lias  fallen  rather  perceptil)ly,  would  say  a  century.  And  now,  let  me  ask, 
i;()\ild  ever  a  ccntui-)',  in  the  whole  course  of  human  affairs,  be  better 
employed'  When  the  faithful  historian  shall  record  the  rise  and  pro- 
gres.s,  the  decline  and  fall  of  this  great  Empire,  my  life  on  it,  the  cen- 
tury which  embraces  in  its  annals  the  annihilation  of  slavery  will  be  the 
most  among,  I  trust,  the  many,  brilliant  epochs,  in  the  history  of  our  coun- 
try! 

Will  yo'i  permit  me,  for  a  brief  space,  to  introduc:?  you.  Sir,  to  the 
realms  of  F.%nc.\  .  Suppose  the  Genius  of  Eniigralion,  i>ringing  with  him 
the  Learning,  the  Aris,  and  the  History  of  the  Old  World,  appears  in 
his  car  ioho\cr  o\  cr  this  hemisphere,  undetermined  where  to  alight 
and  ftx  hi8  al.o-ir        .Suppose  lie  should  descend  in  the.  South,    on  the  soil 


v)\licii;ciciu  ami  liOiioiircJ  motlicr  of  ili(^  coafilionwcaUli",  uod  ticiu/iJ 
the  gIv>oin  aiul  silence  wliicli  tUorr.  loij^ii  arouuil.  'I'lie  mansions  wliicli 
once  lieKI  the  magnates  of  tlic  LukI — who,  .t'llicy  were  the  pomp,  were, 
t.)o,  tlic  moral  and  liitellccluul  priilcolthc  Ulcl  Uonunioii — tottering  with 
elccay,  exhibiting  mclanclioly  memcnlocs  of  fallen  greatness!  Sir,  he 
woulil  reailily  conceive  witli  what  besom  oi  tlcstructiun  this  once  flourish- 
ng  land  haJ  been  swept,  tiuickly  rcasccniling  his  ca:*,  the  Genius  would 
soar  abovelhc  peaks  of  the  Allegliany,  where  Nature  reigns  in  all  l\er  pri- 
•ueval  grandeur,  and  tiom  Ihcncc  behold  the  smiling  regions  of  thrt  U'est! 
Alighting  in  the  midst  of  a  community,  embnicing  a  millionof  freemen,  the 
imazed  licnius  would  perceive  aie  wundei"s  which  that  favoured  ro;^io; 
alone  exhibits,  and  when  told,  the  conntrie*!  you  liTire  left  r.-ero  old  in 
civilization  and  the  arts,  wliile  this  was  ret  a  howling  wilderness,  the 
afjodc  of  savage  beasts,  and  "men  more  savage  still  than  tiiey,"  the  Genius 
A'ould  exclaim, 'tis  the  work  of  giants — man  could  never  have  produced 
nich  stupendous  changes.  Hut,  let  him  rc-mcmber,  Sir,  tliat,  in  a  state 
of  freedom,  man  is  possessed  of  a  giant's  powers. — To  conclude. — The 
Genius,  content  to  abide  in  the  favoured  West,  dismisses  his  car,  and  cs- 
iiblishes  his  home  and  household  gods,  exclaiming,  with  the  venerable 
I'ranklin,  t//;j /f//fr/f/%  thi  f'dlriu/" 

While,  Sir,  I  have  thus  "rendered  unto  Cssar  tlic  things  which  are 
Cxsars,"  in  doing  justice  to  the  better  dentaiics  of  my  \\t  stern  brethren, 
believe  me,  I  am  loyal  to  the  South,  aye  "every  inch"  a  Southron;  in  all 
her  misfortunes,  she  is  my  country  still;  but,  "'magna  est  Veritas  et  preva- 
lebit"  We  groan.  Sir,  under  the  evil  entailed  upon  us  by  our  ancieri', 
uulcrs.  'Twas  from  Kngland's  seeking  to  cram  the  ravenous  and  insa- 
tiate maw  of  iier  commercial  monopoly,  by  the  trade  in  that  nefarious 
u'£C^  o//uxury  that  our  "woes  unnumbered"  have  sprung.  Would  that 
the  baneful  plant  had  witiiered,  ere  it  ever  bloomed  in  our  soil,  for,  in  thf. 
evils  it  has  caused  to  ages  past,  present,  and  to  come,  it  is  second  only  to 
'he  "apple  that  damned  mankind." 

Lei  us  pause.  Sir,  and  pause  to  mourn!  Let  us  ass'ame  the  habiliments 
of  sorrow,  while  we  pay  a  passing  tribute  to  the  worth  and  memory  of  one, 
who  if  not  entitled  to  rank  with  the  immorud  discoverer  that  gave  to  Cas- 
tile and  l.eon  a  new  world,  or  him,  whose  adventurous  anchor,  first 
clinging  to  our  soil,  found  oilr  land  so  fnir,  he  deemed  it  worthy  to  be 
named  after  his  viigin  queen,  deserves  to  be  ranked  with  the  mikler  but 
not  less  admirable  I'enn,  who  won  countries  from  the  savage,  rather  by 
reason  than  a;ms,  and  preferred  planting  among  the  heathen  the  stain- 
less banner  of  peace  and  good  will  to  u»an,  to  the  more  renowned  stan.- 
dard  of  conquest  and  dominion.  But,  although  abounding  "in  the  miUt 
of  human  kindness,"  in  practice  and  profession  a  nun  of  peace,  Africa 
contained  not  a  bolder  lion,  when  the  energies  of  our  lamented  friend 
•were  aroused  to  the  jiccrs^itv  of  \rar:  and  be  defended  the  settlements 
B  
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MliiCii  lip  iiua  lofuicd  in  t-lic  »j)irit  of  kindiicbi  auu  cuiicUijiiiuii  lu^jlvsj.  uir 
)iali%c5,  wiUi  courage  and  conduct  worthy  the  heroism  of  a  Smith  or  a 
Staiidi!.h 

Krokcn  down  by  care,  toili,   unj  the  severities  of  climate,  he  reached 
liis  nuiive  country  only  to  prepaic  his  grave;  and,   in  pious  resignation  to 
flic  divine  will,  yielded  up   a  life,    the  best  years   of  which  had  been  de- 
voted to  as  noble  a  benefaction  as  ever  adorned  tlie   annals  of  mankind. 
The  pratitude  of  this  Society  has  decreed,  to  its  valued  and  lamented  ser- 
vant Uic  monumental  marble;  but  his  ^rave  would  be  honoured, 
"Althoug-h  no  sculptured  form  bhould  deck  the  place, 
t)r  marble  monument  tliose  ashes  grace, 
Still,  for  the  deeds  of  worth,  which  lie  has  done, 
Would  flowers  unfading  flourish  o'er  his  tomb." 
Like   the  Indies,    which  claimed  the  remains  of  her  famed  Columbujj 
i/ibcria  will  demand  the   ashes  of  her  pati-iarch,  and  have  them  transfer- 
red to  t!ie  shores  where  his  virtues  and  services  will  live  in  ever  grateful 
and  ciulearing  remembrance;   and,   in  long  distant  day,  when  a  noble  su- 
perstructure of  civil  and  religious  liberty  shall  have  risen  from  the  foun- 
dation his  parental  hand  first  laid,   and  an  infant  Colony  become  a  great 
and  flourishing   Empire — then,   oh!   then.   Sir,   will  the  future  sons  and 
daughters  of  Liberia,   make   pilgrimage  to  his  tomb,   and  strew  Africa's; 
fairest  flowers  o'er  the  remains  of  her  Asiimva  ! 

I  trust  that  bright  days  are  before  us,  and  many  and  liappy  results  will 
crown  the  labours  of  this  noble  charity,  even  up  to  the  time  wiien  the 
poor  natives  of  Africa  will  no  longer  crouch  in  their  thickets,  fearing  the 
white  man's  approach,  for  the  w  hite  man  will  soon  tread  that  soil,  hot  as 
lieretofore,  a  human  robber,  but  as  a  human  benefactor.  May  a  kind 
Providence  guide  our  destinies,  and  speed  this  benevolent  Institution, 
which  can  never  cause  to  humanity  a  tear,  and  may  give  joy  and  happi 
nessto  millions! 

J.  II.  B.  Latrodi:,  Esq.  addrc^^od  flip  Chair,  as  follows: 
Mu.  Presidest: — I  rise  to  offer  a  resolution,  which  present  circumstan- 
ces have  made  peculi.irly  appropriate  to  the  present  meeting  From  the 
Report,  which  has  just  been  read,  it  appears  that  the  ladies  of  Baltimore, 
animated  by  tiie  feeling  which  is  now  becoming  universal  throughout  the 
land,  presented,  at  the  close  of  tlie  last  year,  upwards  of  two  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  to  the  Colonization  Society.  This  was  not  the  con- 
tribution of  a  few  wealliiy  individuals:  it  was  the  aggi-egate  amount  pro- 
duced bv  the  personal  industry  of  very  many  of  our  fair  country-women, 
svho  gave  their  time,  their  talents,  their  ingenuity,  and,  above  all,  w  Oman's 
ae'.ive,  enthusiastic  and  untiring  zeal,  to  aid  the  cause  of  African  Eman- 
cipation. It  Whs  nut  the  first  time  that  the  ladies  of  Baltimore  had  lent 
their  assistance  to  objects  of  a  liberal  and  extended  charity.  Their  ex- 
^rtion^,  ii\  com.mon  with  (.ilhers  of  thcjr  country- wom§n,  in  behalf  of  suffei'- 
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'ifiQ  Cicccr,  anil  the  benefit  wliich  Greece  dcnvetl  Crow  those  exertions^ 
arc  t'lo  rocoiit  not  lu  lie  rt  mniibcrrd.  Not  circumscribed  in  its  operation 
bv  the  limits  cf  their  native  laiul,  their  active  licnevoK-ncr  extends  itself 
to  any  of  the  i\uinan  race  whose  wants  may  he  relieved  by  its  exercise. — 
The  same  liaiuls  which  had,  once  before,  joined  to  send  succor  to  captiv.^ 
Gr'H-ce,  resuniol  apain  I'.icir  ilisintcrcsted  lihoura  in  the  cause  of  benighted 
Atrica.  Groecc  called  to  them  from  her  di'»tant  isles,  and  her  erics  of  i«fi- 
g^uis'.i  c.ime  so  faintly  that,  ixccpt  in  woman's  heart,  they  miijhl  have  failed 
'.o  find  a  responsive  eciio.  nut,  Africa  spoke  to  thorn  from  tlirlr  very 
learth  stones — tlie  evils,  which  required  alleviation,  were  on  every  sid'*- 
I'hc  Greek  might  have  fought  his  way  to  frtedom — the  American  African 
was  hopeless  of  assistance,  unless  from  the  free  will  of  those  who  held 
him  in  bondage;  and,  comiiip^  t'orih  aijain  from  that  retirement  which  is 
their  peculiar  and  appropriate  sphere,  and  which  oncasions  like  those  in 
question  can  alone  justify  their  Icavinjj,  the  ladies  of  Baltimore  listened  to 
'he  prayers  of  Africa,  as  they  had  before  done  to  those  of  lircece,  and  re- 
doubled their  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  more  immediate  objects  of  their 
uounly.  Nor  was  the  pecuniary  contribution,  which  1  have  mcntioncdt 
tlie  only  result  of  their  labours.  At  the  fair,  which  was  held  to  dispose  of 
Jic  numerous  products  of  their  industry.  The  greatest  enthusiasm  prevailed 
f  ]ie  contagion  of  benevolent  feelings  and  sympathies  spread  from  the 
iiiir  vendors  to  crowds  of  purchasers,  and  Inindreds  became,  for  the  fir.s'. 
time,  interested  in  the  success  of  a  Society  of  whicli  they  had  before  known 
nothing  but  the  name,  or  which  they  had  considered  as  chimerical  in  it^ 
object  and  iriefficrent  in  itr.  results.  Advocated  by  the  generous,  the  pious 
and  the  beautiful,  there  are  few  institutions  wliich  can  fail  to  acquire 
('riendi.  and  the  (Jolonizution  Society,  within  the  last  year,  has  been  so  ad- 
vocated in  B-tlliiTtore.  The  moral  influence  of  female  zeal,  exerted  in  a 
cause  like  this,  can  scarcely,  1  think,  be  too  highly  appreciated;  and  the 
day,  now  distant,  may  yet  an'ive,  when  Africa,  then  regenerated,  recalling 
the  TTiPrnory  of  those  to  whom  she  was  indebted  for  civilization  and  know- 
ledge, may  rank  among  her  most  efficient  beneHictors  the  women  of  Ame- 
rica. Sensible  of  tlirir  influence,  anxious  to  prolong  it,  and  wishing,  on 
the  present  occasion,  to  express  to  them  the  obligationj  of  the  Society 
tor  their  past  exertions,  I  submit  the  following  resolution; 

Resolved^  That  this  Society  is  cheered  and  encourae;od  by  (hi' 
iavour  shown  to  it  i)y  our  fair  counti-y-womcn,  and  that  ihcii 
geneious  elfort.s  deserve  tl»e  tuo'^t  cordial  and   hoarffelt  thanks. 

The  Hon.  s\v.  Furj.i.M.iit  vskv  then  adtlresscd  (he  (hair — 
Mn.  PnF.siDEST: — 1  beg  Ica^c  to  submit  a  few  g'-nrral  rema;ks.  Tlie 
claims  of  the  Colonization  Society  ate  increftsinjf  in  intercs*.  and  strength 
at  every  successive  anniversary.  The  mope  tliis  no!)Ic  scheme  devclopcw 
itself,  the  more  diversified  become  l!ic  a.^pel;1^  in  M^iirli  i1  awakms  rnir 
admiration  and  concma<p»  nirr<'i-rm 
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"Pile  fiomi'^liiiig  Colonv,  whicli  has  been  planted  on  (he  shores  of  Afric;*., 
at  its  origin  encountered  not  only  privation,  disease,  and  deuth.  on  that 
c'ontinent,  but  a  singular  weight  of  ridicule  and  opprobrium  at  home.  It 
was  coimtcd  by  many  as  a  brain-sick  chimera  of  the  wildest  fanaticism,  anJ 
certain  discomfiture  and  defeat  were  predicted,  with  a  confidence  lliat 
would  have  stagj^^ereil  minds  liss  resolute  of  purpose  than  those  who 
darefl  to  spread  out  the  enterprise,  and  fearlessly  maintain  its  j)racticabi]ity 
before  the  American  people. 

The  storm  is  past,  Sir;  the  trial  has  been  had,  and  the  rcs-ilts  are  as  hon- 
ourable to  the  authors  as  they  arc  propitious  to  the  interests  of  humanity. 
Scorn  m  longer  points  its  finger,  and  the  language  of  repvoach  is  seldom 
heard  more.  So  powerfully  has  this  little  settlement  plead  its  own  cause, 
that  i»  has  been  deemed  worthy  of  the  patronage  of  legislative  approbation; 
already  have  cTuven  of  our  Stale  Legislatures  extended  their  decided 
countenance,  and  Citmiuended  It  to  the  notice  of  our  Natiorwl  Councils. 

It  has  achieved  collateral  benefits  that  richly  entitle  it  to  our  gnitefu! 
consideration.  At  one  period  (and  it  was  the  most  delicate  and  dangerous 
in  Its  history)  it  encountered  equal  jealousy  from  the  North  and  the  South. 
The  one  arraigned  it  as  a  covert  scliemc,  to  rivet  more  effectually  the 
chains  of  slavery,  and  the  otlier  denounced  it  as  a  disguised  attf^nipt  to  en- 
croach upon  the  rights  of  property,  and  aggravate  tlie  dangers  of  an  exist- 
ing evil,  by  unseasonable  and  infiprudent  interference. 

Thus  assaded,  this  Society,  while  it  meekly  bore  the  common  reproaches 
of  borh,  unrolled  its  purposes,  and  so  successfully  urged  the  purity  of  its 
motircsand  the  fairness  of  its  view.';,  that  these  pre  judices  have  subsided. 
But  the  N'ortliern  Stater?  wore  led  by  tlie  diicus-.ion,  with  more  trmpcr- 
fttc  fueling,  to  revert  to  the  history  of  their  own  relations  to  the  subject  «i" 
slavery;  and,  a"  they  turned  over  the  pages,  v.'c  found,  Sir,  tliat,  tremen- 
dous as  were  the  evils  of  slavery,  we  ha'l  no  plea  to  make  but  guilty. — 
"We  could  exhibit  no  cliarge  against  a  sister  Slate  that  did  not  implicate 
ourselves.  If  any  difference  existed,  it  was  m  extent  merely,  and  that  was 
the  result  not  of  principle  but  occasion.  And  no  cause  for  superior  cum])la- 
cency  was  to  bo  found  m  our  earlier  syrlcms  of  emancipation.  This  groat  revo- 
hition,  in  a  whole  nation  of  separate  and  distinct  men,  could  be  accomplish- 
ed with  perfect  r,afety,  and  romparati.oly  tritfuig  sacrifices  of  property. 
Yes,  Sir,  I  ascribe  it  chiefly  to  the  kindly  iofltieuce  of  this  Society  that 
the  indiscriminate  cIaniour.s,  once  so  liberally  dealt  out,  have  all  dleil 
2W3}-.  I  hail  the  return  of  better  feelings,  of  justcr  views.  We,  now, 
Sir,  rep,ard  tiic  mischief  as  of  c.^mmon  and  iinivcrs.-il  concern.  The  lan- 
guage of  Ijarsh  and  unjust  crimin-ition  and  reproach,  is  surcoe'led  by  thal 
of  syinpatliy  a.ul   kindness. 

Ihere  is  a  moral  sublin".ity  an  J  beauty  in  this  cnierpviic  that  dcservj 
the  f.ivourable  consideration  of  every  patriot  and  statesman.  It  is  not  only 
k  fcurtam  of  lip!>t,  that  wjl!  shed  \is   hctUhful  beams  over  the  degraded 


African  li'ibes,  but  Ii  wJU  reflect  a  moral  Influence  upon  oufSslvos,  prjp'- 
k.otis  to  the  liost  hopes  of  fierih)m.  II  is  a  liviiiR"  montimenl  oi  philan. 
thrvjiy  that  we  have  tlevuteil  to  the  vision  of  an  ailmirinfj^  worlil,  that  will 
uuvst  liappily  nouii.-ii  tlie  principles  aiul  choiish  the  spiiit  of  enlijjhlened 
hberty! 

AV'hcrcfore  is  it,  lUit,  hy  so  ni ar.y  iiuans,  u  j  rareliilly  perpetuate  the 
Jneiwory  of  our  revolution — that,  by  monumental  and  liistorlcal  records, 
wc  an\i(>n';ly  imleavour  to  keep  alive  the  rocolleetion  of  all  tliat  eventful 
story'  Wherefore  is  it,  that  among' all  enlij^'htcncd  nation.-;,  wiiere  free- 
dam  has  ever  found  an  abode,  wc  perceive  the  like  conrcrn'  Plainly, 
Sir,  because  the  great  mass  of  thi  people  have  not  the  time  to  cuUivate. 
as  matters  of  morals  and  science,  those  principles,  but  need  some  palpable 
and  striking  manifestations  to  arrest  their  attention.  They  have  minds  tt> 
apprehend  and  hearts  to  appreciate  their  value,  when,  by  some  prominent 
and  tangil>lc  object,  }  ru  exhibit  their  nattu'f  and  operation.  And  where, 
Sir,  permit  me  to  inquire,  where,  in  all  tlic  earth,  can  tliere  be  fyiind  a  no- 
bler, grander  spectacle,  than  that  of  a  great  and  free  people,  planting  or 
the  shores  of  a  distant  continent,  the  germs  of  a  fulnre  Empii",^  of  redeem- 
ed, liberated  captives,  and  directing  its  counsel  i  and  cares  to  establish  n 
government  upon  kindred  principles  with  our  own?  I'.ut,  this  is  not  its  on- 
ly feature  to  admire.  It  is  to  illustrate  and  perpetuate  tlie  reputation  of  our 
justice,  also.  We  have  committed  a  mighty  trespass.  Africa  has  a  heavy 
claim  against  us — it  is  a  long  and  bloody  catalogue  of  outrage  and  oppres- 
sion— tJie  report  of  our  National  crime  has  gone  up  to  ITcaven.  It  rose. 
Sir,  upon  the  groans  and  tears  of  her  kidnapped  men — the  infernal  horrors 
of  the  slave  ship  have,  in  ten  thousand  instances,  wrung  from  distracted 
bosoms  the  cry  for  vengeance,  and  there  is  a  just  God  to  hear  and  regard 
iti  On  the  front  of  this  blessed  scheme  of  luim.anity  is  inscribed,  in  better 
tlian  golden  cliaracters — Hrcovipcatie  to  ihc  injiti-fd.'  And  where  is  the 
^Vmerican  heart  that  does  not  rejoice  to  render  it'  Granted,  (hat  it  has 
M  feeble  commencement.  In  the  impartial  administration  of  tlie  Infinite 
Judge,  the  desire  to  do  justly  is  approved,  and  the  practice  of  this  vir'ue, 
commensurate  with  ability,  is  alone  expected. 

But,  ii:  truth,  the  progress  of  the  Colony  takes  away  tlie  reproach  of 
feebleness.  It  numbers  now  about  fifteeti  hundred  souls.  True,  in- 
credulity iiifpiires,  uitli  seeming  tiiuniph,  what  impression  can  such 
meagre  materials  produce  upon  an  evil  of  such  great  and  increasing  mag- 
nitude' .Nothing  but  the  wiliK-st  extravagance,  .argues  th."  .adversaries, 
can  entertain  tl.i-  hopf^  of  any  beneficial  restdls.  To  meet  the  e.vigcncy 
you  need  a  giant's  strength,  and  you  vainly  employ  an  infant  in  its  cradle. 
All  history  repcU  the  charge,  nml  givci  to  yoiu*  hojjes.  Sir,  the  stubllit) 
of  soberness  and  trulli.  I.it  it  be  rtmeml>ered,  that  less  than  ten  year.-, 
efforts  of  private  charity,  and  that  very  scanty,  have  located,  under  a  hap- 
py constitution,  and  i"  'h''  m"  '  fl'i'iv  b'n-'  ♦■'nin(ir\l  f-irc-uin';'anr''s,  lif>c'"-ri 
hundred  frr^'^meiV 


Kcc^r  to  tliC  Annals  oi  a-u  colony  that  ftru  broke  gro'.ind  ia  this  Wc3. 
crn  Worlil,  ami  their  contrast  with  this  will  astonish  us — fifteen  hundred 
irsciietl  captives,  on  tho  heights  of  Liberia,  looking-  out  upon  the.  luoad 
face  of  dav,  with  tlie  animated  elevation  of  conscious  freemen;  and  yet, 
maiiv  amoiifif  us  are  slow  to  believe,  when  it  was  only  about  one  hundred 
of  devoted  spirits  that  first  kiiullcd  the  flame  of  liberty  on  llie  Plymouth 
lick.  Vcs,  Sir,  only  the  fifteenth  part  braved  tlie  wild  waste  of  waters, 
\nd  a  whole  hemisphere  of  savag-e  foes  to  oppose  lliem — sickness,  deser- 
•lon,  and  death  to  dismay  them — yet.  Sir,  they  cast  their  fortunes  liere — 
tUcy  struct  up  the  lights  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  that  penetrated 
these  western  forests — that  have  been  enlarging  p.nd  expanding  until  these 
wliole  Heavens  are  illumined,  and  twelve  millions  of  freemen  live  to  I'.onor 
ihcir  unshrinking  firmness  and  patriotic  patience. 

Kvery  comparison,  with  kindred  enterprises,  through  all  past  time, 
leaves  no  caii=e  for  despondency.  Let  us  go  forward.  Sir:  it  is  a  nation's 
Interest.  It  deserves,  and  I  hope  will  soon  receive,  a  nation's  patronage. 
Am(1,  in  particular  reference  to  the  resolution  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit,  while  the  reverend  Cierg-y  of  our  country  deserve  our  best  thanks, 
we  may  confulenlly  look  to  them.  Sir,  for  prayerful  co-operaiion,  as  the 
ministers  of  that  blessed  gospel,  that  proclaims  "liberty  to  the  captives 
and  the  opening  of  the  prison  doors  to  them  that  are  bound." 

Jicsohed,  Thnt  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  such 
Clcrjiymen  as  have,  during  the  vear  past,  invited  the  attention 
of  their  congregations  to  the  objects  of  this  Institution,  and 
taken  np  collections  in  its  behalf,  and  that  they  be  respectfully 
and  earnestly  requested  to  continue  to  it  the  encouragement  of 
their  cftorts. 

On  motion  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  L.vi'uir., 

Pccolvcd,  That  tl^is  Society  has  observed,  v.itli  great  pioasuir. 
tlie  recent  cstablishiiiont  of  State  Societies  in  New  York  and 
Indiana,  and  that  they  earnestly  recommend  it'to  their  friends 
in  thosi'  States,  vliere  such  Societies  do  not  already  exist,  to 
adopt  raea'^urcs  for  their  organi'/,ation  without  delay. 

The  Rov.  Mr.  DiRnriv  then  rose,  and,  in  a  brief  but  eloquent  speech, 
•xprcssedthe  pleasure  whicjj  lie  felt  at  the  progress  already  made  by  the 
Society,  and  his  unwavering  belief  that  tlie  apprehensions,  interests,  and 
cl'gion  of  the  S'ottthem  States,  would  contribute  their  united  influence 
■f>  promote  tlie  success  and  t'iumph  of  this  Institution.  He  adverted, 
Velinply,  to  the  condition  of  Africa,  and  to  the  ligiit  and  moral  beauty 
which  it  might  be  expected  the  scheme  of  Colonization  wouhl  spread 
''ver  tiic  dark  and  melancholy  features  of  that  continent.  He  then  moved 
■  he  following  resolution,  wliich  was  adopted: 

Tfisohcd,   That  the  efforts  of  the  several    Auxiliary  Socic<ip='. 


ilui  iii^  ihc  jwi'^t,  vc.ir,  merit  tlic  wiirinest  thanks  ot  this  InstiCu- 

()a  motiuii  of  (J.  P.  Disosavay,  Ksq. 

HcsoU'Cil,  Tliat  tlic  tlianks  of  tliia  Institution  be  ofTereJ  to 
those  inilividiials  who  have  subscribed  on  the  plan  of  Gcrrit 
Smith,  Ksq.  to  raise  8100,000  for  tliia  Society,  and  that  to  this 
plnn  the  attention  of  the  liberal  and  wealthy  be  earnestly  solicit- 

On  motion  by  the  Right  Revercml  liishop  Chase, 

Resolved^  That  the  warmest  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presentr 
ed  to  R.  Smith,  Esi].  Treasurer,  for  the  continuance  of  his  able 
and  important  service?. 

On  motion, 

licsjlvfJ,  Tliattlie  tiianks  of  tlii?  Society  be  presented  to  the 
Bjard  of  Managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for  tlieir  dis- 
rlnguished  liberality  andert'orts  in  providing  the  means  required 
to  fit  out  an  expedition  with  emigrants  to  Liberia. 

The  Society  then  proceeded  to  elect  ofTicers  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

The  Hon.  Ch.vri.ks  Carkoi.l,  of Carrollton,  was  then  chosen 
President  of  the  Society,  and  the  following  gontlemcn  were 
added  to  the  list  of  Vice-Presidents: 

Hon.  John  Cotton  Smiih,  of  Connecticut. 

*Tho.mas  S.  Grimkil,  Ksq.  of  Cliarlcston,  S.  C 

Hon.  Tni:unoRK  pKELiNGHuvsiiN',  of  New  Jersey. 

The  other  olUcers  remain  the  same  as  during  the  last  year. 

(Jn  moti(in  by  Rev.  Dr.  LAURih:, 

fiemilced,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  the- 
Hon.  (".  F.  MtiK  KK,  for  the  dignity  ami  ability  wiili  v.hicii  !i^ 
has  presided  durinij  litis,  evening:. 

•TIlis  gentleman,  though  a  J^'cMf^l  fi i»'n<4  Vt  the  Sof-Icv  ,  In?  rlccriT\«H 
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lion.  Ckaulks  CAnuoLi,  oiCarroUton,  P)'fi6?Vit./  < 
1 1cc-Prcsidents. 

lion.  W u.  II.  Crawj-ord,  of  Georgia. 

Hon.  Henry  Clay,  of  Lexington  Kentucky, 

Hon.  John  C.  Herbert,  of  Maryland. 

RoitERT  Ralston,  Esq.  Philadelphia. 

Gen.  John  Mason,  Georgetown,  D.  C 

Samlel  Bayaru,  Esq.  of  New  Jersey. 

Isaac  McKim,  Esq.  of  Maryland. 

Gen.  John  ITartwell  Cocke,  of  N'irgiiiia. 

Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  White,  of  Pennsylvania. 

William  H.  Fitzhugu,  Esq.  of  Virginia. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  of  Boston. 

Hon.  Charles  F.  Merckij,  of  Virginia. 

Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D.  of  Yale  College. 

General  Lafayette,  of  France. 

Hon.  John  Mars;iai.l,  of  \irgitiia. 

Hon.  Richakd  kus;:,of  \\'ashington  C'liv. 

Bishop  McKendree. 

Philu*  E.  Thomas,  Esq.  of  jvlaryland. 

Doctor  '1  HOMAS  C.  James,  of  Philadelphia. 

Hon.  John  Cotton  Smith,  oI  Connecticut. 

Hon.  Theodore  Frelinghuvsen,  of  New  Jerse>, 
Managers. 
Francis  S.  Key,  Esq.  Col.  Henry  Ashto.v, 

Walter  Jones,  Esq.  i)y.  Thomas  Henderson- 

Rev.  James  Laurie,  D.  D.      Rev.  John  N.  Campreli  . 
Rev.  S.  B.  Balch,  D.  D.       W.  W.  Seaton,  Esq. 
Rev.  0.  B.  Brown,  Saml-  H.  Smith,  Esq. 

Rev.  William  Hawlev,  Rev.  \Vm.  Rvland. 

Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  Secretary. 
Richard  Smith,  Esq.  Treasurer. 
JoWN  Underwooh,  Esq.  litcoriler. 
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ix  iJie  mysterious  \vis(lom  of  Providence,  the  Mana^eiA 
of  Ihc  American  Colonization  Society  are  again  compelled, 
at  tlie  commencement  of  their  Annual  Report,  to  announce 
the  decease  of  individuals  eminently  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  tliis  Institution,  the  loss  of  whose  influence  and  exertions 
not  this  Society  only,  but  Africa,  will  long  deplore. 

The  venerable  President  of  this  Society,  the  Hon.  Bush- 
rod  Washington,  expired,  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  26th 
of  November.  Called,  unanimously,  at  the  origin  of  this 
Institution,  to  preside  over  its  concerns,-4ie  gave  to  it  not 
merely  the  influence  of  his  opinion,  and  the  weight  of  his 
name,  but,  repeatedly,  by  liberal  pecuniary  contributions, 
evinced  his  intense  interest  in  the  object  wliich  it  was  esta- 
blished to  promote.  Nor  as  a  profound  and  sagacious  states- 
man only  did  he  contemplate  this  object,  but  with  the  en- 
laiT^ed  views  of  a  philanthropist,  and  the  expanded  bene- 
volence and  pious  ronfidoire  of  a  christian.  In  an  ad- 
dress, delivered  at  the  First  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society, 
he  remarks,  ''amongst  all  the  magnificent  plans,  carrying 
on  for  the  imiirovcment  and  liapi)iness  of  mankind,  in  many 
parts  of  the  world,  there  is,  perhaps,  none  upon  which  we 
may  more  confidently  implore  the  lilessing  of  Heaven,  than 
that  in  which  we  are  now  asso(  iated.  Whether  we  consi- 
der the  grandeur  of  the  object,  or  the  wide  sphere  of  jihil- 
anthropy  which  it  embraces;  or,  whether  we  view  the  pre- 
sent state  of  its  progress,  under  tire  auspices  of  this  So- 
'^iety,  and  nndrr  iho  nh^\:ir-]9-  v:h\r.}\  wiijht  Uave  been  ejc- 
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pcctcd  irom  t^ic  cu])i(lity  of  many,  we  may  d is*  over,  in 
cacli,  a  certain  pledge,  that  the  same  benignant  hand  which 
has  made  these  preparatory  arrangements,  will  crown  our 
cftbrts  with  success."  Too  familiar  with  the  history  of 
great  acliicvenicnts  to  expect  their  accomplishment  without 
the  occasional  experience  of  calamity,  those  trying  events, 
which  niigiit  have  broken  the  resolution  of  a  weaker  mind, 
proved  to  his  but  the  exciting  causes  of  more  determined 
and  energetic  effort. 

The  Managers  feel  it  impossible  to  present  to  this  meet- 
ing even  an  outline  t)ftlic  character  of  this  eminent  man- 
Occupjing,  for  more  tlian  thirty  years,  a  seat  in  the  high 
est  Judicial  Tribunal  of  our  country;  exhibiting,  on  all  oc- 
casions, the  atti-ihutes  of  a  sound,  comprehensive,  and 
learned  mind;  fulfilling  his  arduous  duties  with  rigid  ijiteg- 
rity  and  cloudless  honour;  no  words  of  ours  can  increase 
the  public  regret  for  his  loss,  or  add  to  the  brightness  of  his 
fame. 

'J'he  Society  has  also  been  called,  during  tlic  year,  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  two  of  its  Vice-Presidents,  Col.  IIenry 
RiTOKRs.  of  New  York,  a  man  eminently  demoted  to  every 
\Aork()f  Pati-iotisin  and  Philantliropy;  and  Doctor  Kichakp 
Field,  of  Virginia,  a  gentleman  of  distinguished  benevo- 
lence, and  who  had  shown  himself  deejdy  and  strongly  in- 
terested in  the  scheme  of  African  Colonization. 

At  the  last  Anniversary  of  the  Society,  it  was  the  pain 
tul  duty  of  this  Boai'd  to  offer  their  tribute  of  sorrow  and 
affection  to  the  mcmoi-y  of  Asiimix  !  Hardly  had  time 
begun  to  allay  the  grief  occasioned  by  his  death,  when  the 
decease  of  his  successor  opens  anew  the  wounds  of  afllic- 
tiun.  and  demolishes  again  the  fair  fabric  of  our  hopes  ; 
The  late  Colonial  Agent,  Doctor  Khii.vr»  Randall,  died 
in  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  on  tlie  19th  of  April.  Having 
become  deeply  interested  in  the  success  of  this  Society;  and, 
as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  (to  the  proceed- 
ings of  whii  h  he  brought  the  resources  of  a  discriminating 


aiul  \igi»i'ous  niiml')  riimiliar  willi  i(s  pliiiis  anil  oprriitiitUj, 
»\iicl  hiivini;"  adniii'cd,    ovcii   to  ciillnisiasin.   the  virUiw  ami 
ilceds  of  his  predecessor;  when  Ashniiin  fill,  Dr.  Tlundall  uu 
hesitalingly  iilVercd  himself  to  (xh  iipy  his  arduous  hut  lion 
uiirahle  station.    lie  left  this  country  in  Novemher,  and  en- 
tered upon  his  duties,  as  Colonial  Agent,  on  (he  ^V2d  of  the, 
iie\t  month.  The  hope  had  been  cherished,  that  his  medical 
knowledi^e  w«»uld  have  imposed,  at  least,  a  temporary  re- 
straint upon  ihe  activity  and  enertijy  of  his  mind,  and  that 
110  motives  would  have  induced  him  to  neglect  the  precau- 
tions indispensable  for  safety  amid  the  untried  inllueiice  of 
the  African  climate.  Hut,  delay,  in  the  work  before  him,  was 
not  to  be  endured  by  his  high  and  generous  spii'it,      b'roni 
his  first  attack  of  fever  he  had  nearly  recovered,  when  he 
was  again   reduced  in  consequence  of  exposure,  for  four 
hours,  on  the  deck  of  a  schooner  belonging  to  the  United 
States  (and  which  had  stranded  on  ihe  bar  of  the  river) 
while  the  waves  occasionally  broke  over  him,  and  he  stood, 
unj)rotectcd  under  tiie  intense  beams  of  an  African  sun. — 
Again  he  became  convalescent,  and  again  is  disease  excited 
by  anxious  and  unremitted  labours.      Once  more  the  unfa- 
vourable symptoms  retire,  and  he  is  revived  by  the  indica- 
tions of  returning  health.       Sickness  appears  among  the 
newly   arrived  emigrants,    by    the   Harriet,    and    all  hi.s 
thoughts  and   energies   arc  aroused   for  their  relief.     The 
dictates  of  prudence — the  remonstrances  of  friends — and 
every   consideration  of  personal  safety  arc  forgotten  and 
disregarded,  in  his  incessant  ami   untii-ing  elfoi  ts  to  alle- 
viate the  atllictions  and  preserve  the  lives  of  otiiers.     An 
inflammation  of  the  brain  is  the  consequence;  and  he  dies,  the 
victim  of  an  enthusiasm,  which  it  is  impossible  not  both  to 
admire  and  regret  I 

Thus  fell,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three,  on  his  chosen  field  of 
action.  Dr.  Richard  Randall,  a  man  eminently  devoted  to 
xiie  cause  of  this  Society,  and  who,  by  natural  endowments, 
odnration,  knowledge  of  mankirnl.  candour  and  philantbro* 


py  ol  sojiiinieut,  anil  remarkable  resolution  and  force  of 
character,  was  ailinirably  qualificil  to  awaken  tlie  energies, 
and  administer  the  government,  of  ti»e  Colony  of  Liberia. 
Thoiigli  denied  the  opportunity  of  exhibiting,  in  x\frica,  to 
any  great  extent,  the  wisdom  of  his  plans,  and  the  power  of 
his  talents,  he  yet  accomplished  enough  to  show  how^  well 
founded  were  the  expectations  entertained  of  his  success. 
Deeply  engraven,  on  many  hearts,  is  the  memory  of  his 
worth;  and,  when  Afi'ica  shall  have  risen  from  her  sutTer- 
ings  and  degradation,  when  her  sons  shall  exult  in  the  light 
of  freedom  and  of  truth,  his  name  shall  be  honoured  among 
those  of  her  distinguished  benefactors,  and  be  held  in  affec- 
tionate and  perpetual  remembrance. 

Nor  here,  without  manifest  impropriety,  could  the  Man- 
agers pass,  unnoticed,  the  sudden  and  melancholy  decease 
of  the  Rev.  Lott  Cakt,  Yicc-Agent  of  the  Colony,  a  man 
who,  in  defiance  of  circumstances  the  most  unfavourable  to 
improvement,  rose  to  an  elevation  of  usefulness  and  honour 
Avhich  could  be  claimed  by  \cvy  few  individuals  of  a  more 
favoured  race.  Mr.  Caiy  w as  born  a  slave,  near  Riclimond, 
Virginia;  and,  in  early  life,  his  mind  was  not  only  darken- 
ed by  ignorance  but  dcgradc<I  by  vice.  Religion  changed 
his  character  and  his  destiny.  With  hardly  any  aid 
ft'om  others,  he  taught  himself  to  read  and  write;  and, 
by  singular  fidelity  and  ability,  while  employed  at  the  to- 
bacco warehouse,  in  Richmond,  he  was  enabled  to  ransom 
himself  and  two  children,  by  the  payment  of  S850.  Hav- 
ing become  a  preacher  in  the  Baptist  Church,  and  evinced 
his  desire  to  promote  Christianity  in  Africa,  by  contribu- 
ting, probably,  more  than  any  otiier  person,  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  African  Missionary  Society  in  Richmond, 
(which,  for  fourteen  years,  has  gi\en,  annually,  to  tliat 
object,  from  100  to  150  dollars,)  he  embarkt;!  in  the  second 
vessel  which  was  employed  by  this  Society  to  convey  emi- 
grants to  the  Colony. 

So  appalling  were  the  circumstanres  of  the  early  Cole 


jiists  immediately  after  landing  at  Cape  Montserado,  that, 
Iml  lor  tlie  resolution  and  energy  of  Mr.  Cary,  most,  if  not 
all  would  have  returned  to  Sierra  Leone.  With  dauntless 
courage,  during  tlie  war witli  (he  natives,  in  IH'Z-Z,  he  main- 
tained his  post,  and,  subsequently,  amid  all  the  ti-ials  of 
the  early  emigrants,  he  evinced  a  readiness  to  devote  his 
time,  his  talents,  and  his  property,  to  the  promotion  of  the 
public  good.  His  services,  in  behalf  of  the  sick  in  the  Co- 
lony, were  invaluablej  and,  for  a  long  time,  were  rendered 
uithout  hope  of  reward.  In  September,  18^2u,  Mr.  Cary 
was  elected  Vice-Agent  of  the  Colony;  and,  in  March,  1828, 
the  administration  of  allairs  w  as  entrusted  to  his  hands, 
by  Mr.  Ashniun,  in  full  confidence  that  his  best  efforts 
Avould  be  invariably  and  anxiously  directed  to  preserve  or- 
der, excite  industry,  and  advance  the  general  happiness. — 
His  conduct,  while  for  six  months,  he  stood  at  the  head  of 
the  Colony,  showed  him  worthy  of  this  confidence,  and  pro- 
ved both  the  strength  of  his  judgment  and  the  moral  wortU 
of  his  character. 

The  features  of  Mr.  Cary  were  altogether  African.  JIc 
was  dillident,  and  showed  no  disposition  to  push  himself  in- 
to notice.  His  words  were  few,  simple,  direct  and  ai)propriate. 
His  conversation  indicated  rapidit}'  and  clearness  of  thought, 
and  an  ability  to  compi'ehend  the  great  and  variously-related 
principles  of  Religion  and  Government.  While  the  African 
race  is  i-cgai'ded  by  some  as  destitute  of  tiiose  qualities,  and 
incapable  of  those  actions,  which  adorn  and  dignify  human- 
ity, wc  rejoice  that  it  has  pleased  Providence,  by  another 
bright  example,  to  vindicate  their  clainvs  to  all  the  privileg- 
es and  honours  of  our  nature. 

The  Managers  cannot  dose  this  melancholy  statement 
without  recoi'ding,  with  painful  regret,  the  death  of  .Vnni  iii, 
Uahii  viiMAN,  the  unfortunate  Moorish  I'riiice.  F«)r  some 
account  of  this  reniarkiihle  indi\i<lual,  the  Managers  refer 
to  their  hiiit  ReiKU  t.  From  the  relatiim  which  he  sustained 
*^^o  a  po\MM  fill  rhirf.    )ti   the  Inleiior,    and  his  acquaintance 
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Svilh  ilic  Aiaijh.  l;uigiiiiu;c,  ^^rt'iit  Iiojjcs  were  entertained 
that  lie  would  extend  tlie  knowledge  and  promote  the  com 
niercial  interests  of  the  Colony.  But,  it  has  pleased  God, 
to  teach  us  not  to  trnst  for  success,  in  the  instruments  of 
our  selection,  but,  in  his  own  unerring  wisdom  and  omnip- 
otent power.  It  is  enough  that  wc  have  his  apjjrohation, 
in  our  work;  that,  what  he  approves,  he  has  ])romised  to 
^>lcss;  and,  that  the  laws  of  nature  are  less  stahle  than  his 
Truth. 

The  late  Colonial  Agent,  Dr.  Randall,  left  the  United 
States  in  November,  1828,  and  arrive<l  at  the  Colony  on 
the  23d  of  the  next  month.  Of  Monrovia,  he  writes;  its  sit- 
uation is  as  delightful  as  can  be  imagined,  and  it  enjoys  the 
most  important  commercial  advantages.  In  tiie  storeii  of 
this  place,  he  remarks,  there  are,  at  this  time,  not  less  than 
the  value  of  70,000  dollars  in  goods  and  African  produce; 
and,  twice  that  amount,  if  wc  include  all  the  convertible 
property  in  the  sct(lemo\it. 

The  trade  of  Monrovia  is  already  considerable,  and  dai 
]y  increase-,  both  in  its  capital  and  the  number  of  vessels 
employed  on  the  coast.  We  have  now,  besides  six  or  eight 
smaller  decked  vessels,  two  larger  schooners,  the  one  above 
thirty,  the  otiicr  aI)ove  forty  tons,  employed  in  tlje  coasting 
trade.  I  presume  the  exports  from  tiiis  place  may  be  esti- 
mated at  60  or  70,000  dollars.  In  addition  to  this,  our  Co- 
lony has  afTorded  facilities  to  American  merchants,  trading 
on  the  coast,  to  three  times  that  amount. 

With  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  Agricultural  Vil- 
lages he  was  highly  gratified;  and  the  description  which  he 
l»as  given  of  their  well-constructed  houses,  flourishing  plan- 
tations, and  ])rospects,  not  merely  of  securing  the  uicans 
of  subsistence,  but  of  rising  to  competency,  and  even 
\Nealth,  entii-ely  agi-ec  with  the  representations  which  had 
previously  been  made  to  the  Board.  'JMie  lands,  he  ob- 
serves, in  these  settlements,  are  of  tlic  very  best  quality,  ad- 
mirably adapted  to  fhc  cultivation  of  sugar  and  cotton,  aijd 


ci/ual,  iu  every  rcsjMji  t,  to  those  laobi  vuiued  ou  the  Souiii 
crii  rivers  oftlie  United  Stutob. 

Very  consuKMiible  improvomtnis  liavebccniuade,  durinij,' 
the  preseni  }cai',  in  the  biiildini^sor  the  Coh>ny,  particular- 
ly at  Moni-()\irt;  new  and  substantial  ones  have  been  erected; 
others  ai'e  coinnienced,  and  the  Town  on  the  Cape  now  ex- 
hibits a  beautiful  and  imposing  appearance. 

It  was  stated  in  the  last  Kepoit  that  the  ship  Harriet  was 
chartered,  and  nearly  ready  to  sail  with  cnugrants  to  the 
Colony.  In  this  vessel  fwhich  left  Norfolk  on  the  9th  ot 
February,  and  arrived  at  the  Colony  on  the  irth  of  March) 
embarked  a  i'csj)cctable  company  of  ir>0  persons  from  Vir-r 
ginia.  Maryland,  and  Nortii  Carolina;  between  40  and  50 
of  whonj  were  slaves  liberated,  on  the  condition,  and  for 
the  expi-ess  purpose,  of  colonization  in  Liberia.  Some  who 
look  passage  in  this  vessel  had  long  been  free  and  ac«iuired 
considerable  property;  and  nearly  all  were  recommended 
as  industrious  in  their  habits  and  exemplary  in  their  con- 
duct- Unfortunately,  the  instructions  from  the  Board  to 
the  Colonial  Agent,  which  were  to  have  been  transmitted 
by  the  Hari-iet,  and  in  which  the  importance  of  removing 
the  j)assengers,  by  this  ship,  without  delay  to  Millsburg, 
were  left  behind;  and  to  this,  perhaps,  may  the  unusual 
mortality  wliich  fell  upon  them,  he  in  some  degree  attri- 
buted. But,  tlici-e  were  other  and  more  powei-ful  causes: 
The  indisposition  whicii  they  at  first  experienced  was  slight, 
from  which,  having  partially  recovered,  they  regarded  the 
danger  as  past;  and,  by  imprudent  exposures  to  the  wea- 
ther, and  a  fi-ee  indulgence  in  tropical  fiuils,  excited  far 
more  severe  and  fatal  disease.  Nor,  should  it  be  forgotten, 
that,  at  this  period,  bolii  the  Colonial  Agent  and  Doctor 
Mechlin,  were  thcmselv<  s  rcduied  by  lever;  and,  of  courscj 
inrapabie  of  rendering  to  others  the  full  aid  of  medical  la 
leut  and  attention.  M  Ikmi  \m'  consider  tlic  conjbiued  influ- 
ence of  these  cause.-; —that  tweTit\-si\  out  of  the  hundred 
and  sixtv,  who  sailed  in  fho  Harri'!.   should,  in  tlie  rourst 


of  a  lew  inoiitlis,  have  died,  gives  more  reason  lor  regret 
than  surprise.  Indeed  had  these  causes  no  existence,  it 
would  be  consonant,  neither  with  reason  nor  experience,  to 
•xpectto  effect  the  objects  of  this  Society,  without  the  trial 
of  dark  an«l  calamitous  events. 

In  regard  to  the  general  health  ot  the  Colony,  Doctor 
liandall  observes,  in  a  letter,  dated  the  28th  December, 
1828 — *'Ti»e  climate,  during  this  montli,  is  most  delightful. 
Though  this  is  regarded  as  the  sickly  season,  we  have  but 
little  disease,  and  none  of  an  alarming  character."  In 
February,  Doctr.  Mechlin  writes — "This  month,  althougli 
called,  by  those  resident  here,  the  sickly  season,  has  not,  to 
judge  from  the  few  cases  of  illness  that  have  come  under  my 
notice,  merited  that  appellation.  Indeed,  I  do  not  knov 
any  part  of  the  United  States,  where  the  proportion  of  the 
sick  is  not  fully  as  great  as  here;  nor  arc  the  cases  of  a  re- 
fractory nature,  almost  all  yielding  to  medicine."  In  April 
the  same  gentleman  having  mentioned  the  prevalence  of  fe- 
ver among  the  newly  arrived  emigrants,  adds — <'I  never 
saw  any  fever  in  tlie  United  States  yield  more  readily  to 
medicine  than  the  country  fever,  among  the  emigrants,  at 
this  season."*  In  August  he  writes,  *'that  only  four  (»r  five 
cases  of  sickness  exist,  and  that  at  no  time  had  health  been 
more  generally  enjoyed." 

Attempts  ha>e  been  made,  during  the  yeai",  to  penetrate 
into  the  interior — ascertain  the  soil,  features,  and  resources 
of  the  country,  and  open  a  friendly  communication  with  the 
more  powerful  and  remote  native  tribes.  As  might  have 
been  expected,  the  enterprising  spirit  of  Doctor  Randall 
j)rompte<l  Inm,  as  soon  after  his  arrival  as  possible,  to  make 
an  excursion  up  the  River  St.  Paul's. 

The  clear  waters  of  this  river,  revealing  its  bottom  from 
the  depth  of  tliirty  feet — its  higii  and  broken  banks,  cover- 
ed with  the  richest  and  most  variegated  verdure — the  na- 
tive villages,  tlieir  tijatcbed  huts  intermingled  with  the 
broad  green  leaf  of  the  plantain — the  recent  foot-prints  of 


the  elephant — the  artificial  prarie,  once  the  seat  of  a  popu- 
lous settlement,  now  adorned  only  by  a  few  palm  trees,  lifting 
their  majestic  trunks  to  the  height  of  nearly  one  hundred 
feet,  excited  his  astonishment  and  admiration.  Several  of 
the  Colonists  have  for  the  purposes  of  trade,  visited  King 
Boatswain's  Town,  situated,  by  the  present  route,  about  150 
miles,  (which,  it  is  believed,  may  be  reduced  to  120,)  in  the 
interior,  whicii  is  represented  as  containing  1000  houses, 
well  fortified,  and  capable  of  bringing  80U0  armed  men  to 
its  defence.  The  country  beyond  abounds  in  gold,  and  is 
believed  to  be  the  only  one  intervening  between  Boatswain's 
and  Foota  Jallou  (the  territory  of  the  Foolahs,  extreme- 
ly ric!i,  and  whence  much  of  the  trade  of  Sierra  Leone 
has  been  derived):  after  passing  the  falls,  near  Millsburg, 
the  St.  I'aul's  appears  to  be  unobstructed  and  navigable,  to 
within  twenty-five  miles  of  the  town;  and,  as  Boatswain 
evinces  the  most  friendly  dispositions  towards  the  Colony, 
this  river  may  be  expected,  at  no  remote  day,  to  become 
tiie  channel  of  a  lucrative  trade.  The  path  to  this  town  lies, 
for  most  of  the  way,  through  immense  forests,  filled  with 
herds  of  elephants,  and  other  animals;  but,  for  twenty 
miles,  the  country  is  open,  and  well  cultivated,  with  nu- 
merous cattle,  and  some  horses. 

Boatswain  is  thought  worthy  of  confidence;  and  he  has 
solicited,,  with  some  anxiety,  the  establishment  of  a  factory 
in  his  town,  and  offered  to  send  his  people  to  aid  in  the 
transportation  thither  of  goods. 

In  their  last  Report,  the  Managers  exj)ressed  their  belief 
that  the  Colony  possessed  ample  means  of  defence.  In  his 
first  communication.  Dr.  Randall  gave  his  opinion,  that 
these  means  were  inade((uate  to  tin'  purpose,  and  proposed 
to  re-build  the  fortifications,  on  an  improved  plan,  should 
it  meet  the  approbation  of  tiie  Board.  By  the  latest  ac- 
counts this  work  is  very  far  advanced,  and  its  speedy  com- 
pletion may  be  expected. 

The  factories  established  by  Mr.  Ashmun,  at  variouni 
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points  on  iLe  const,  and  which  were  made,  under  bl»  ad- 
ministration, to  contribute,  very  essentially,  to  the  support 
of  the  Coh)ny,  were  found,  by  Dr.  Randall,  in  a  languish- 
ing statt-;  and.  indeed,  so  small  advantage  had,  for  some 
months,  been  derived  from  them,  that  he  was  led  to  ques- 
tion the  expediency  of  their  continuance.  We  arc  glad  to 
learn,  iiowever,  that  there  is  now  a  fairer  prospect  of  their 
usefulness.  <'I  find,"  observes  Dr.  Mechlin,  "that  the 
factory  at  Grand  Bassa,  is  the  means  of  our  exercising  a 
considerable  influence  over  a  large  tract  of  country;  tho 
chiefs  have  petitioned  that  it  should  remain,  and  promised, 
in  such  case,  to  pay  their  debts,  and  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  slave  trade,  and  to  permit  no  slaves  to  be  sold  on  tlieir 
territory.'* 

Previously  to  Dr.  IlandalTs  arrival  in  the  Colony,  the 
recaptured  Africans  had  been  located,  by  Mr.  Cary,  in  a 
separate  settlement,  at  a  little  distance  in  the  interior  from 
the  half-way  Farms,  on  Stockton  Creek.  With  the  improve- 
ments w  hich  they  had  made,  in  the  course  of  three  months, 
Dr.  Randall  was  delighted;  and  tJicir  comfortable  houses, 
enclosed  lots,  and  luxuriant  crops  of  vegetables,  showed  the 
advantages  of  their  situation  and  the  industry  of  their  ha- 
bits. Tlie  Managers  are  happy  to  state  that  a  company  of 
about  one  lumdrcd  re-captured  Africans,  mostly  able-bodied 
men,  w  lio  had  been  brought  into  Florida,  have,  during  the 
last  summer,  been  sent  out  by  the  United  States'  govern- 
ment to  Join  their  brethren  in  the  Colony  and  strengthen 
the  work  of  their  hands.  Hitherto  this  class  of  the  settlers 
have  contributed  no  small  share  of  service  to  the  Colony; 
and,  we  trust,  the  benefits  wi»ich  it  will  confer  upon  them, 
will  prove  an  ample  reward. 

The  system  of  education  in  the  Colony  has  remained,  for 
most  of  the  year,  without  any  special  improvement.  Rotli 
Sabbath  and  day  schools  e\ist  throughout  the  Colony,  and 
many  native  children  seek  to  enjoy  their  advantages.  No 
want,    liowcver.  morn  urgent  has  existwl,  in    the  Colony, 
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thaa  that  of  teachers,  well  qualified  by  education  and  habit, 
to  enlighten,  with  various  kuitwicdgc,  and  by  a  Judicious 
discipline,  the  excitement  of  noble  desires,  and  the  inculca- 
tion of  correct  and  honourable  sentiments,  to  form  the  char- 
acter of  the  youthful  mind.  Tlie  Managers  have  observed, 
with  pleasure,  a  resolution  of  the  Synod  of  Virginia  to 
establish  a  high  school  in  Liberia;  and,  they  arc  happy  to 
learn,  that  Joseph  Shipherd,  a  coloured  teacher,  who  for- 
merly conducted,  witli  success,  a  school  in  llichmond,  and 
who  took  passage  in  the  Harriet,  is  ready  to  give  his  whole 
time  to  the  business  of  instruction.  The  Board  are  still 
more  gratified  to  state,  that  Mr.  J.  B.  Ruswurm,  a  young 
man  of  colour,  who  received  his  education  at  Bowdoin 
College,  Maine.  left  this  country  for  the  Colony  a  few 
months  ago,  for  the  express  purpose  of  superintending  and 
improving  the  system  of  education.  Tins  young  man  is 
well  prepared  for  his  work,  not  only  by  his  talents  and  in- 
formation, but  by  a  practical  acquaintance  w  ith  the  best 
methods  of  instruction. 

In  the  month  of  July  the  Managers  received  a  visit  from 
two  natives  of  Africa,  of  tho  tribe  called  Kroomen,  six  of 
whom,  while  seeking  employment  on  board  of  a  Mexican 
brig  off  Cape  Montserado,  lost  their  canoe  in  a  gale  of  wind, 
and  were  compelled  to  come  to  the  United  States.  One  of 
them.  Prince  Will,  had  been  long  in  the  service  of  Mr. 
Ashmun — stood  by  him,  during  his  attack  on  Trade  Town, 
and  sliown  hinisrif,  at  all  times,  his  faithful  and  devoted 
friend.  'J'hosc  Ki-oomen  expressed  a  strong  desire  that 
American  settleinonts  should  be  established  in  their  coun- 
try, (about  £00  miles  to  t!ic  South  of  Monro\  ia)  and  promis- 
ed to  do  all  in  thcii-  power  to  secure  to  any  settlements  which 
might  be  made  there,  the  favour  of  their  powerful  Tribe. 
When  it  is  recollected  that  the  Kroomen  are  the  labour- 
er«;  and  waternif^n  of  the  roast;  that  they  are  shrewd,  indus- 
trious, and  exli-prnply  srnsible   to   kindness   or  insult;  that 
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their  goveniineiit  is  well  nigh  patriarchal;  that  slavery 
is  not  tokriitcd  among  tlicni,  and  that  they  are  to  he 
found  oji  every  point  of  the  coast,  from  the  Senegal  to  the 
Zaire,  it  is  obvious  tliat  tlie  introduction  of  letters  and 
Christianity  into  this  Tribe,  is  an  object  of  vast  import- 
ance. Prince  Will  was  furnished  with  a  letter,  recom- 
mending him  to  the  friendly  attentions  of  American  mer- 
ciiants  on  the  coast,  and  to  the  favour  of  humane  and  hon- 
ourable foreigners. 

At  the  last  Anniversary  of  this  Society,  mention  was 
made  of  the  noble  spirit  of  Missionary  enterprise,  under 
the  influence  of  which  various  religious  denominations  in 
our  country,  as  well  as  Christians  in  Switzerland,  were 
directing  tlieir  thoughts  and  energies  to  the  establishment 
of  our  holy  religion  among  the  tribes  of  Africa.  In  this 
great  and  benevolent  work  the  Basle  Evangelical  Mission- 
ary Society  have  gone  forward  with  apostolic  zeal  and 
energy.  Though  visited  witli  severe  afflictions,  tlie  resolu- 
tion of  this  institution  is  unbroken,  and  its  exertions  unre- 
laxed.  Of  the  five  single  missionaries  sent  by  this  Society 
to  Liberia,  more  than  two  years  ago.  one  (the  Rev.  Mr. 
Wolf,  a  man  of  great  acquirements  and  religious  worth,) 
died;  another  left  the  mission,  tliat  he  might  proceed,  on 
his  own  responsibility,  to  establish  a  school  for  one  of  the 
tribes  of  the  interior;  and,  a  third,  heing  extremely  ill,  re- 
turned home,  in  company  with  his  brother,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Sessing,  leaving  but  a  single  individual  of  their  number  in 
the  Colony.  But,  the  elevated  purposes  of  the  Directors 
of  this  Institution,  were  not  to  he  abandoned.  Four  other 
missionary  bretliren,  with  Mr.  Sessing  and  >)^ife,  have  re- 
cently visited  our  country,  on  their  way  to  Liberia:  and 
their  presence  has  excited  the  sympathy  of  the  Christian 
public;  called  fortli  their  contributions,  and  beautifully  il- 
lustrated tliat  communion  of  sentiment  and  feeling,  which 
unites,  in  the  noblest  charity,  all  the  friends  of  the  Redeem- 
er and  Saviour  f>l    the   World!     Thousands  of  our  coun- 
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trymcn  \\ill  not  rease  to  make  inontion  of  these  devoted 
Missionaries,  in  their  pi-aycrs;  and  (o  trust,  with  tlie  venera- 
ble Doctof  Bhinibhanlt,  tliat,  "though,  bearing  about  in  the 
body  the  dying  of  the  Lord,  the  life,  also,  of  Jesus  may  be 
made  manifest  in  their  body!" 

It  is  painful  to  state,  that  the  Managers  have  reason  to 
believe  tl)at  the  Slave  Trade  is  still  prosecuted,  to  a  great 
extent,  and  with  circumstances  of  undiminished  atrocity. 
The  fact,  that  much  was  done  by  Mr.  Ashmun,  to  banish  it 
from  the  territory,  under  the  Colonial  jurisdiction,  is  un- 
questionable; but,  it  now  exists,  even  on  this  territory;  and 
a  little  to  the  north  and  south  of  Liberia,  it  is  seen  in  its 
true  characters — of  fraud,  rapine,  and  blood !  In  the  opinion 
of  the  late  Agent,  the  present  efforts  to  suppress  this  trade 
must  prove  abortive.  A  frigate,  or  two,  sent  out  to  pass  two 
or  three  times  a'year  down  the  coast,  can  effect  little  or  noth- 
ing. Througli  the  agency  of  natives,  employed,  for  the 
purpose,  their  movements  are  perfectly  understood  by  the 
slave-dealers.  "In  my  opinion,"  says  Dr.  Randall,  *'the 
effectual  method,  for  breaking  up  this  traffic,  would  be,  to 
send  upon  the  coast,  ten  or  twelve  well  armed,  light,  fast 
sailing  schooners,  which  might  touch  at  those  places  from 
whence  the  slaves  are  taken;  which  should  relieve  each  other 
and  remain  in  this  service  the  whole  year.  They  should 
be  accompanied  by  one  or  two  sloops  of  war,  with  a  force 
sufficient  to  break  up  the  slave  factories." 

Confident,  tlic  Managers  are,  that  any  suggestions  wiiich 
may,  in  the  least  degree,  contribute  to  annihilate  an  evil  so 
dai'k  and  ap[):vHini^  as  to  shock  the  sensibilities  of  the  whole 
civilized  worlil,  w  ill  he  iiailed  with  exultation  by  all  who 
share  in  the  common  symi)athics  of  our  race. 

The  vacancy  which  occurred  in  the  Colonial  Agency,  by 
tlicdeatli  of  Dr.  Randall,  has  been  filled  by  llie  election  of 
Dr.  Joseph  Mechlin,  a  gentleman  on  whose  Judgment  and 
discretion  the  Board  confidently  rely,  for  the  advancement 
of  the  best   interests  of  thf   Cidony.      The  Board  regret  to 
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say  that  his  health  has  been  impaired  by  tliseaso;  but  tlipj 
humbly  trust  that  a  good  Providence  will  restore  his  strength 
and  preserve  him  for  eminent  usefulness  in  his  arduous  but 
honourable  station. 

The  elevation  of  Dr.  Mechlin  to  this  office  must  neces- 
sarily deprive  the  Colony  of  his  medical  services;  and  Dr. 
G.  W.  Anderson,  of  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  has  received 
tlie  appointment  of  Physician  and  Assistant  Agent  of  the 
Colony  of  Liberia.  The  character,  talents,  and  acquire- 
ments of  this  gentleman,  give  assurance  that  the  duties  to 
which  he  is  called  will  be  faithfully  and  ably  fulfilled. 

The  Board  are  compelled  to  state,  that  the  necessity  of 
discharging  debts,  incurred  in  preparing  and  sending  off  the 
expeditions  of  the  two  previous  years,  and  of  meeting  the 
unusually  large  and  altogether  unexpected  demands  from 
the  Colony  during  this,  has  denied  tliem  the  ability  to  aid 
in  the  removal  of  emigrants  to  an  extent  at  all  commensu- 
rate with  their  w  ishes  or  their  hopes. 

It  is  the  pu!-pose  of  the  Board  speedily  to  transport  addi- 
tional emigrants,  applications  for  a  passage  having  been 
made  for  about  1000  free  persons  of  colour,  and  600 
slaves.  Information  has  also  been  received,  from  a  res- 
pectable source,  that  not  less  than  2000  slaves  would  be 
liberated  in  North  Carolina,  provided  there  were  reason 
to  expect  tlieir  immediate  removal. 

The  expenses  incurred  recently  at  the  Colony,  the  Mana- 
gers have  reason  to  believe,  resulted  from  peculiar  causes, 
which,  it  is  hoped  and  expected,  will  never  again  exist. 

Having  taken  this  brief  review  of  events,  more  closely 
connected  with  the  condition  and  j)rogress  of  the  African 
Colony,  the  Managers  turn,  ^^'\\h  more  animated  feelings, 
to  the  improvement  in  tiic  steady  and  sure  advances  of  our 
cause,  mentioned  in  the  last  Report,  of  this  Institution. 
The  practical  proofs  (the  best  possible)  of  this  iniprovc- 
ment,  have  been  cheering  and  decisive.  The  receipts  into 
the  Treasury,  during  the  summer   and    autumn,    have  ex- 
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ceeded  those  of  tho  same  period,  in  any  former  year;  and, 
when  we  consider  the  extraordinary  efforts  of  Bible  and 
other  kindred  societies,  and  particularly  the  deeply  de- 
pressing enibarrassinents  which  liavc  weighed  upon  the  pe- 
cuniary concerns  of  the  country,  tliis  fact  more  clearly 
indicates  the  progress  of  the  cause  of  this  Institution  in  the 
favourable  opinion  of  the  public.  This  cause  has  advanced 
against  these  obstacles  more  rapidly  than  ever,  and  indeed 
has  been  making  the  greatest  progress  in  tho  very  direc- 
tion in  which  these  obstacles  were  presented.  We  liail 
this  indication  that  the  day  is  approachirjg  wheti  the  voice 
of  encomium  will  be  rendered  nugatory,  by  the  most  de- 
cisive and  eilicicnt  acts  of  support.  Tho  most  majestic  and 
irresistible  power  often  moves  in  silence. 

Although,  in  the  Southern  States  no  new  and  very  inter- 
esting events  have  occurred,  yet  former  results  have  been 
gaining  strengtli,'  and  in  the  North  much  has  transpired  to 
invigorate  our  hopes.  The  formation  of  new  Societies,  the 
renewed  and  more  energetic  efforts  of  those  already  exist- 
ing, the  diffusion  of  more  accurate  and  more  thorough  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  the  entire  conversion  of  those  only 
partially  enlightened,  and  of  course  nndecided,  and  tho 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  public  bodies  in  favour  of  our 
cause,  all  these  arc  cheering  omens  that  its  triumph  is  sure. 
Tlic  Managers  have  observed,  with  special  pleasure,  an 
increasing  disposition  among  the  Editors  of  public  jour- 
nals to  circulate  information  and  exert  their  influence  in 
favour  of  the  design  of  lliis  Society.  Their  inattention  and 
silence  respecting  it  the  Board  have  heretofore  had  much 
reason  to  lament,  especially  as  the  means  of  the  Society 
were  inadequate  to  the  extension  of  tlieir  own  pul)lications, 
over  the  vast  field  in  which  it  is  desirable  that  they  sliould 
operate  in  this  country.  Their  funds  would  have  htcii  en- 
tirely exhausted  in  the  endeavour  to  convey  direct  informa- 
tion to  the  minds,  and  exert  an  immediate  influence  on  the 
hearts,  of  twelve  millions  of  people.     To  this  work  so  vast 
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anil  yet  so  essentially  important,  we  hail  with  grateful  feel- 
ing the  ai)pi'oach  of  those  who  only  can  effect  its  accomplish- 
ment.  Wc  trust  and  believe  that  these  oracles  of  public 
opinion  will  be  sustained  in  this  work  of  patriotism  and  mer- 
cy, by  tlic  approbation  and  encouragement  of  an  intelligent 
community. 

The  Clergy,  too,  have  stood  forth  nobly  as  the  friends 
of  this  Society  and  the  public  advocates  of  this  cause,  and 
to  them  we  owe  the  expression  of  our  warmest  gratitude. 
Many  of  them  in  our  cities  have  contributed  their  influence 
and  efforts  in  aid  of  our  enterprise;  and  in  the  country  they 
are  nearly  to  a  man  in  its  favour,  and  disposed  to  adopt 
the  best  concerted  and  efticient  plans  for  the  promotion  of 
its  interests.  Their  effectual  efforts  during  the  year  to  com- 
municate intelligence  to  their  people,  and  obtain  contribu- 
tions for  the  Society,  demand  our  heartfelt  thanks  and  most 
ardent  attachment. 

Ecclesiastical  bodies,  of  various  denominations,  have  giv- 
en to  this  Society  their  decided  apj)robation;  they  have 
recommended  it  to  the  patronage  of  others,  while  they  have 
resolved  to  lend  it  their  individual  assistance,  and  they  have 
thus  tlirown  an  aspect  of  sacredness  around  the  design 
whicii  it  would  accomplish,  and  consecrated  it  as  the  cause 
of  God  as  well  as  of  humanity.  They  have  asserted  its 
claims  to  be  ranked  with  those  great  moral  energies  whicli 
are  to  usher  in  the  brightness  of  the  Millenial  Glory. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  State  Societies  have  been  form- 
ed, under  most  favourable  auspicies,  in  Indiana  and  New 
York.*  Other  State  Societies  have  revived,  and  renewed 
their  operations  with  more  earnestness  and  effect.  While 
we  rejoice  in  these  extensive  combinations  of  intelligence 
and  power,  we  cannot  but  express  our  hope  and  desire  for 
their  further  advancement,  as  well  as  for  the  increase  of 
their  numbers,  by  the  zeal  and  energy  of  friendly  and  in- 

*  Since  this  Fieport  was  read,  we  learn  that  similar  Societies  have  been 
cslablibhetl  in  Tennessee  and  Alabama. 


fluential  individuals.     The  time  is  at  hand,  wc  trust,  when 
similar  associations  will  be  organized  in  all  the  remaining 

States  of  the  Union. 

The  State  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  with  an  energy  and 
liberality,  worthy  of  the  character  of  its  members,  and 
meriting  our  highest  praise,  has  nsolved  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  an  expedition;  and  the  brig  Liberia  has  been  en- 
gaged to  convey  to  Africa  a  select  company  of  emigrants. 
There  is  power  in  such  an  example,  and  should  it  be  gene- 
rally felt,  tiic  removal  of  a  single  company  of  emigrants 
will  he  the  least  important  result  clfected  by  their  charity. 

Nothing,  perhaps,  affords  better  reason  to  conclude  that 
the  scheme  of  this  Society  is  destined  to  a  full  and  glorious 
accomplishment,  than  the  interest  and  fa\  our  with  which  it 
/  is  regarded  by  the  \irtuous  and  enlightened  females  of  eve- 
i-y  religious  denoiiiinatioii  in  our  land.  On  subjects  of  this 
kind  they  seldom  err  in  judgment,  and  tlieir  exertions  are 
not  less  efficient  than  their  opinions  are  correct.  More 
than  2,500  dollars  have  been  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer  of 
this  Society,  as  the  proceeds  of  a  Fair,  recently  held  by  the 
ladies  of  Baltimore,  and  which  presented  the  most  attrac- 
tive exhibitions  of  industry,  skill,  and  talent.  In  many 
other  places  is  the  hand  of  beauty  and  refinement  seen 
holding  out  its  genei'ous  offerings  to  a  cause  which  ajjpeals 
irresistibly  to  the  pure  and  lively  sensibilities  of  the  female 
mind. 

On  foiMuer  occasions  tiie  Managers  have  expressed  the 
belief  that  the  establishment  of  an  institution  whicii  should 
pre[)ai-e  young  men  of  coloiii- for  usefulness  in  Africa,  by  a 
suitable  course  of  iusti-uctiou  in  htlcrs.  Agriculture,  and 
the  mechanic  arts,  would  cojiti-ibute  essentially  to  the  ])ros- 
pcrity  of  the  Colony,  and  to  the  introduction  of  knowledge 
and  the  Christian  religion  extensi\ely  into  AlVica.  4'he 
Managers  ai-e  inl'oi-nicd  tliat  a  Society,  foi-  ibis  purpose, 
has  Just  been  organized  in  this  City,  and  tin}  would  ear- 
nestly recommend  it  as  well  entitled  to  a  general  and  liber- 
al support. 
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Sevcial  Agents  hiivc  been  employed  during  the  year  and 
their  exertions  have  not  proved  unsuccessful.  The  Rev.  H. 
B.  Bascom  is  now  devoting  himself,  exclusively,  to  the  ob- 
jects of  the  Society;  and,  from  his  ability  and  zeal,  impor- 
tant benefits  may  be  expected. 

The  names  of  Pennsylvania  and  Indiana  may  now  be  ad- 
ded to  the  list  of  tiiose  States,  which  through  tlicir  Legis- 
latures, have  expressed  their  belief  in  the  constitutional 
riglit  of  Congress  to  aid  the  design  of  this  Society,  and  also 
that  measures  for  this  end,  on  the  part  of  the  general  gov- 
ernmentj  arc  required  by  tlie  most  weighty  considerations 
of  national  policy. 

Sustained,  then,  by  the  united  voice  of  patriotism,  human- 
ity, and  religion;  by  the  declared  opinions  of  lialf  the  States 
ill  this  Union,  by  a  consciousness  of  the  purity  and  benevo- 
lence of  their  motives;  and,  above  all,  by  the  approbation 
of  Heaven,  the  Managers  feel  urged,  by  considerations  of 
infinite  force,  again  to  invite  Congress  to  grant  the  light 
of  its  counsels  and  the  energy  of  its  resources  to  aid  a  cause 
not  more  closely  connected  with  all  the  hopes  of  Afi-ica, 
than  with  the  stability  of  our  institutions  and  the  honour  of 
the  American  name. 


Id 

O^ci  of  Treasurer  of  the  Amt'Tican  Colonization  Society,  } 
W.vsHi.NoroN,  18th  January,  183(J.  5 
TuK  Treasurer  submits  the  following'  statement  of  tl»e  funds  of  the  So- 
ciety, from  the  'JOth  January,  1829,  to  18tli  January,  183(J: 
The  biilance   of  money,  on  liand,  on  the  20lli  January,   1829,  including- 

seventy-six  dollars  counterfeits,  was J  l,4o4  81 

And  the  collections  and  contributions  since  that  tima  amount  to     20,295  Gl 


21,780  42 


The   payments  during  the  year,  were  on  the  following  ac- 
counts, viz: 

For  supplies  for  the  Colony, 9,005  27 

For  transportation  of  emigrants,   5,209  27 

For  salaries  of  Secretary  and  Agents, 2,147  32 

For  printing, 853  07 

For  support  of  W-  Davis  and  Cecil  Aslimun,  coloured 

youths  from  the  Colony 237  38 

And,  for  contingent  expenses 566  14 

For  tomb  for  J.  Ashmun 225 

For  Portrait  of  Dr.  Randall, 64 

For  interest  on  loans 241  76 

For  re-payment  of  money  borrowed,  viz; 

To  Rev.  Wm.  Hawley, 800 

To  F.  S   Key,  Esq 500 

To  the  Bank 1,300 

2,600 

....21,149  21 

Balance  in  hand,  including  ;J75  counterfeits,... J6.U  21 


The  outstanding  debt,  on  the  20lh  January,  1829,  as  far  as  came  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  Treasurer,  was  as  follows,  viz: 

To  the  Bank, ?3,300 

To  Rev.  Wm   Hawley 8-0 

To  F.  S.  Key,  Ksq 500 

S4,600 

And  the  present  debt  of  the  Society  is  as  follows,  viz: 

To  the  Bank 2.G00 


Amount  redeemed  within  the  year "^^,600 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HICIIAIU)  SMITir, 
TrcaiU'd  Jmeriran  Colonization  Society- 


AnM:M)i\ 


(No.   I.— Page  18.) 

Several  Agents  have  been  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  So- 
ciety during  the  year.  The  Rev.  II.  B.  Bascoin  has  been  ex- 
erting hiniselt"  with  much  energy  and  success  in  behalf  of  the 
Society  in  Kentucky,  Ohio,  New  York,  and  Pennsylvania.  In 
the  early  part  of  the  year,  the  Rev.  Isaac  Orr  visited  some  parts 
of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts,  and  subsequently,  Albany, 
New  York,  where  the  attention  of  many  was  through  his  exertions 
directed  to  the  cause  of  this  Institution,  and  a  State  Society 
established  to  promote  it.  In  a  number  of  places  in  New  York 
and  Massachusetts,  the  Rev.  George  W.  Campbell  advocated 
the  views  of  the  Society  and  received  contributions  for  its  bene- 
fit. Late  in  the  summer,  Josiah  F.  Polk,  Esq.  accepted  an 
Agency  for  the  Society,  for  several  of  the  AVestern  and  South- 
western States,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  has  ef- 
fected much  in  aid  of  its  design.  Through  his  Agency,  State 
Societies  and  various  subordinate  associations  have  been  orga- 
nized in  Indiana,  Tennessee,  and  Alabama.  Many  other  indi- 
viduals in  various  parts  of  the  countiy,  indeed,  in  nearly  every 
vState  in  the  T''^nion,  have  contributed,  in  a  most  laudable  and 
liberal  manner,  time  and  elVort  and  money  to  advance  the  cause 
of  African  Coloni/.ation. 


(No.  ^2.  — Pago  16.) 

We  have  alluded  in  our  licport  to  the  Discourses  of  the  Cler- 
gy, on  the  P'ourth  ol  July,  or  on  some  Sabbath  near  to  that  day. 
in  behalf  of  our  cause,  and  to  the  collections  which  many 
churches  and  congregations  have  made  to  assist  it.  Ma;/  ire  not 
hope  that  these  collections  irill  hcrraftrr  lake  jilace  in  every  con- 
gregation of  everij  religions  rtennmination  in  our  Land/  AN'liat 
a  glorious  offerinc  would  thi'^  nation  then  annually  mako  in  tiic 
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fftUBc  of  humanitr,  freedom,  and  religion!  We  beg  leave  to  re- 
mind our  friends  throughout  the  Union,  that  the  Fourth  of  July 
u-i/l  occur,  t/iis  i/ear,  on  the  Sabbath,  and  to  entreat  them  on 
(hat  jovful  occasion  to  remember  Africa — Africa,  darker  in  ig- 
uurance  than  in  the  complexion  of  her  tribes,  and  more  misera- 
ble than  Americans  are  happy. 


(No.  3.) 
The  noble  ])lan  of  Mr.  Gerrit  Smith,  of  New  York,  to  raise 
S  100,000  lor  this  Society,  in  the  course  of  ten  years,  by  sub- 
scriptions of  SlOOO,  (each  subscriber  to  pay  glOO  annually  for 
ten  years)  has  made  some  progress  during  the  year.  We  \vould 
by  no  means  despair  of  its  accompliehmcnt,  though  we  regret 
extremely,  that  our  wealthy  friends  come  forward  so  slowly  to 
give  it  their  patronage.  We  entreat  tliem  to  consider  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  object,  and  to  lend  their  aid  to  its  full  accomplish- 
raent. 

The  following  shows  the  present  state  of  the  subscription. 

Genii  Smith,  Pcterboro,  New  York. 

Jasper  Ccrning',  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

Theodore  Krelingluiysen,  Newark,  New  Jersey. 

John  T.  Norton,  Albany,  New  York. 

E.  F.  Backus,  New  Haven,  Connecticut- 

A  (lentleman  in  Mississippi. 

Matthew  Caroy,  Phiiadelpkia. 

Jotiaii  Hissel,  Rochester,  New  York. 

\Villiam  Crane,  Richmond,  Virginia. 

Fleming'  James,  ditto. 

Robert  [{alston,  Philadelphia. 

F.lliot  Cresson,         ditto. 

Mrs.  M.  H.  Carrington,  Mrs.  Ann  Fontain,  ?  #100  annually  by 

Wni.  A.  Carrington,  P.  S.  Carring-lon,  $       equal  coninbiiiio4i» 

Gen.  Edward  Carrington,    ? 

Walter  C.  Carrington,  $ 

A  few  Gentlemen  near  Oak  Hill,  Fauquier  County,  Va 

Rev.  Kbenezer  Hurgess,  Dedham,  Mass. 

A  Friend  in  Virginia. 

Robert  Cilmor,  Baltimore. 

Arthur  Tappan,  New  York;  provided  the  subscription  be  filled  up    be- 
fore F'ebruary,  1830. 

Ccorge  Burwell,  Frederick  county,  Virginia. 

Association  of  20  persons  in  Rev.  Dr.  Mead's  parish,  Frederick  co.  Va. 

Hon.  Edward  M'Ciehee,  Mississippi. 

Rev.  Ur.  James  P. "Thomas,  Louisiana. 

Four  young  Gentlemen  in  Alexandria,  D.  C. 

The  Auxiliary  Colonization  Society  of  Georgetown,  D.  C 

A  Friend  in  Frcdericktown,  Md. 
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Another  Subucription   on  the    plun  of  Gerrit  Smith,  in  BUhop   UmU'* 

Conpreptttion,   Frcilerick  county,  Viu 
John    liruy,  Fredericksburg,  Vii. 
Solomon  Allen,  Fhihtdclphia,  Fa. 
CortUnJ  \an  Rensselaer,  Albany,  N.  Y. 


Subscribers  on   the    Plan  to   raise  ?;C0,000   to  purchase  a  Ship 
for  the  Socicti/,  by  subscriptions  of  g50  each. 

Herbert  ('■  Thomson,  New  York. 

John  M.  Nelson,  ditto. 

Andrew  IJurry,  Hillsborough,  Highland  County,  Ohio. 

Dr,  Isaac  Telfair,         do.  do.  do. 

Benjamin  Harris,         do.  do.  do. 

Col.  Edward  Colston,  Uerkely  County,  Virginia. 

Henry  Miller,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

James  C.  Crane,  Itichmond. 

N.  Hammond,  F.aston,  Maryland. 

Caspar  \V.  Wevcr,  Ualtimorc. 

Samuel  M-  Hopkins,  Albany,  New  York. 

Kenhani  &  Finley,     "^ 

George  Graham,  Jr.  ^  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

JohnT.  Drake,  J 

Rev.  B-  H.  Falmcr,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Rev.  Samuel  K.  I'almadge,  Augusta,  Georgia. 

P.  A.  Johnson,  ^Morristown,  New  Jersey. 

C-  Greenieaf,  Portland,  Maine. 

Ttev-  Thomas  B.  Kalch,  Snow  Hill,  Md. 

Bartholemew  Trueheart,  I'owhatan  county,  V.i. 

Auxiliary  Society  of  Fowhutan  county,  Va.  $100. 


(No.  4.) 
Office  of  the  .American  Colonization  Society, 

Washington,  May  18,  1825. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  tho  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society,  the  digest  of  tiie  laws  and  the  plan  of 
civil  government  for  Liberia,  as  adopted  by  the  Agents  of  this 
Society,  having  bL-en  read  and  considered,  it  was,  on  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers,  considering  the  satis- 
factttry  information  aftrirded  by  recent  accounts  from  the  Colony, 
of  the  succossfiil  opernfion  of  the  plan  of  the  civil  government 
thereof,  as  e^tablishi.-d  by  iheir  Agents  in  August  last,  and  seiz- 
ing therein  reason  to  re-cnnsidcr  their  instructions  to  the  .Agent 
of  the  29th  of  December,  18114,  now  af»provc  of  the  principles 
in  thit  form  of  govornment,    and  give  their  sanction  to  the  same. 

fiiiolvfd,  Tiiat  the  digr^f  of  tiie  laws  be  referred  (o  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  the  «!an)f',  and  lompare  them  with  the  Constitii- 
tioii  and  lawt  of  1S'20,  and  report  tu  the  Ufit  slated  itieetiD^. 


NVASHi.vfiTON,  May  23,  1825. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  this  day,  the  Commit- 
tee appointed  at  the  last  meeting,  presented  the  following  reso- 
lutions, which  were  adopted: — 

Hesolved,  That  the  Board,  having  considered  the  digest  of  the 
laws  now  in  force  in  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  dated  August  19, 
1824,  as  prepared  by  the  Agent,  do  approve  the  same,  and  de- 
clare the  same  to  be,  under  the  Constitution,  the  law  of  the  Co- 
lony, adding  tiiereto  the  following:  In  case  of  failure  to  find  re- 
cognizance for  good  behaviour,  when  required,  the  person  so 
failing  shall  be  subjected  to  such  labour  on  the  public  works,  or 
other  penalty  as  the  Agent  shall  prescribe,  until  he  shall  find  re- 
cognizance, or  the  object  for  which  it  was  required  of  liim  shall 
have  been  answered. 

In  all  cases  of  banishment,  where  the  banished  person  has  no 
heir  in  the  Colony,  the  land  held  by  him  shall  revert  to  the 
Colony. 

Resolved,  That  this  declaration  of  the  law  of  the  Colony,  shall 
not  be  construed  to  annul  or  impair  any  regulations  which  the 
Agent,  under  his  constitutional  authority,  may  have  seen  fit  to 
establish  subsequent  to  the  above  date  of  August  19,  1824. 

Resolved,  That  the  Resident  Agent  cause  to  be  printed  two 
thousand  copies  of  the  Constitution,  government,  and  laws,  of 
the  Colony  of  liiberia,  as  established  by  this  Board  at  Washing- 
ton, 2Gd  May,  1825. 

JAMES  LAURIE,  Acting  President, 
u.  K.  GrHLKY,  Resident  Agent. 


CONSTITUTION 

For  the  government  of  the  African  Colony  at  Liberia. 

Article  I.  All  persons  born  within  the  limits  of  the  Terri- 
tory held  bv  the  American  Colonization  Society,  in  Liberia,  in 
Africa,  or  removing  there  to  reside,  shall  be  free,  and  entitled 
to  all  such  rights  and  privileges  as  are  enjoyed  by  the  citizens 
nf  the  United  States. 

Ar<Tici.K  II.  The  Colonization  Society  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  jnakc  s\irh  rules  as  thev  mav  think  fit  for  the  government 
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of  the  scttlt'iuent,  until  tlioy  sliall   withdraw   their  Agents  and 
leave  the  settlers  tit  the  ;^overiiment  of  themselves. 

AuTicLt:  III.  The  Society's  Agents  shall  compose  a  Board, 
to  iletermiiie  ;ill  (jiiestioiis  relative  to  the  novcriiment  of  the  set- 
tlement, shall  decide  all  disputes  between  individuals,  and  shall 
exercise  all  judicial  powers,  except  such  as  they  shall  delegate 
to  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Article  IV.  The  Agents  shall  appoint  all  ofTiccrs  not  ap- 
pointeil  by  the  Managers,  necessary  for  the  good  order  and  go- 
vernment of  the  settlement. 

AmicLE  V.     There  shall  be  no  slavery  in  the  settlement. 

Article  VI-  The  common  law,  as  in  force  and  modified  in 
the  United  States,  and  a|)plicable  to  the  situation  of  tlie  People, 
shall  be  in  force  in  the  settlement. 

Article  VH.  Every  settler  coming  to  the  age  of  twenfy-ono 
years,  and  those  now  of  age,  shall  take  an  oath  or  aifirniation,  to 
support  this  Constitution. 

Article  VIII.  In  cases  of  necessity,  where  no  rule  has  been 
made  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  the  Agents  are  authori/.ed  to 
make  tiie  necessary  rules  and  regulations,  of  which  they  shall, 
by  the  first  opportunity,  inform  the  Board  for  their  approbationj 
and  they  shall  continue  in  force,  until  ilie  Board  shall  send  out 
their  decision  upon  them. 

Article  IX.  This  constitution  is  not  to  interfere  with  tha 
jurisdiction,  rights,  and  claims,  of  the  Agents  of  the  United 
States,  over  the  captured  Africans  and  others,  under  their  care 
and  control,  so  long  as  they  shall  reside  within  the  limila  of  the 
settlement. 

Article  X.  No  alteration  shall  be  made  in  this  Constitution, 
except  by  an  unanimous  consent  of  all  present,  at  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  or  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of 
the  members  present  at  two  successive  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Manacers. 


The  Board  received  from  tlie  Colonial  Agent,  Mr.  Ashmun, 
early  in  last  year,  a  plan  of  Government,  exhibiting  several  de- 
viations from  the  form  sketched  in  1824,  but  in  its  principles 
the  same.  Thpse  deviations  Mr.  Ashmun  remark«»,  "have  grown 
graduallv  out  of  tho  altereii  and  iinproviiig  state  of  the  Colony, 
4  ' 
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atut  are  neither  tlic  oft'spring  of  a  rash  spirit  of  experiment,  nor 
have  thev  been  made  without  evident  necessity."  At  a  meeting 
of  the  B(j;ird  of  Managers,  October  £J'2d,  1828,  it  was  determined 
to  conjiider  the  revised  Constitution  or  form  of  Government,  sub- 
mitted bv  Mr.  Ashmun,  and  after  due  deliberation,  it  was 

liesolved,  That  the  Constitution  as  modified  by  the  Colonial 
Agent,  Mr.  Ashmun,  and  as  now  in  operation,  be  hereby  adopted. 

PLAN  OF  CIVIL  GOVERNMENT  FOR  THE  COLONY 
OF  LIBERIA. 

The  necessity  of  a  mild,  just,  and  cflicient  civil  Government, 
for  the  preservation  of  individual  and  political  rights  among  any 
people,  and  the  advancement  of  true  prosperity,  induces  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  to 
adopt,  after  mature  consideration,  the  following  system  of  Go- 
vernment, for  the  proper  regulation  of  public  afl'airs  in  the  Co- 
lony of  Liberia. 

Article  I.  The  Agent  of  the  American  Colonization  Socie- 
ty, resident  in  the  Colony,  possesses  within  the  same,  sovereign 
power,  subject  only  to  the  Constitution,  the  cliartered  rights  of 
the  citizens,  and  the  decisions  of  the  Board. 

Article  II.  All  male  coloured  people,  who  have  subscribed 
the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution,  and  drawn,  and  not  forfeit- 
ed lands  in  the  Colony,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for,  and  be  eligi- 
ble to  the  civil  offices  of  the  Colony. 

Article  III.  The  Civil  Officers  of  the  Colony  shall  be  ap- 
pointed annually:  and  the  polls  for  the  general  annual  election 
of  the  Colony,  shall  be  opened  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  August, 
and  continue  open  not  more  than  three,  nor  less  than  two  suc- 
cessive days,  in  the  difterent  Settlements. — Elections  shall  be 
organized  by  the  SheriiT,  by  the  appointment  in  each  Settlement, 
of  a  President,  two  Judges,  and  two  Clerks. 

Article  IV.  The  Colonial  Officers  eligible  by  the  annual 
suftrageof  the  freeholders,  in  which  the  Agent  has  the  right  to 
interpose  his  negative,  assigning  to  the  voters  in  time  to  renew 
the  choice  at  the  same  election,  his  reasons  for  such  interposi- 
lion,  are/o/'/Zic  ('olomj,  a  \'ice-Agent.  two  Counsellors,  a  High 
Sheriff,  a  Register,  and  a  Treasurer:  and  for  each  of  the  settle- 
ments consisting  of  not  less  than  sixty  families,   two  Commis- 
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sioiiers  ot    Agiiculturu,  iwu  C!()iumisi»ioiieis  to  torm  a   lioaid  wl 
lleallh,  ami  two  CeiisofS. 

AKTici.ii  \  .  The  Vice-Agent  sliall  be  ailmitteil  to  tlie  coun- 
cil of  the  Agent  in  all  important  matters;  and  sliall  express  an 
opinion  on  all  questions  submitted  to  his  consideration.  He 
shall  aid  the  Agent  in  the  discharge  of  his  various  duties,  and  in 
the  support  and  execution  of  the  laws;  and  in  tivc  event  of  the 
Agent's  absence,  or  sickness,  the  Vice-Agent  shall  become  th« 
General  Superintendent  of  Public  AlVairs. 

Article  VI.  Tlie  Vice-Agent  with  two  Counsellors,  shall 
constitute  a  council;  who  shall  meet  when  questioned  by  the 
Agent,  to  deliberate  on  the  interests  of  the  Colony,  and  the 
measures  to  be  taken  for  tiieir  security  and  advancement. 

The  Vice-Agent  shall  also  advise  with  the  other  members  of 
the  Council,  on  any  subjects  connected  with  the  general  weltare, 
as  often  as  he  shall  think  it  proper;  and  report  the  result  to  the 
Agent  if  proper,  or  act  upon  the  same,  in  case  of  his  absence. 

Article  VII.  The  duty  of  the  Counsellors  shall  be,  to  aid 
the  Agent,  or  Vice-Agent,  with  their  advice  and  counsel,  on 
subjects  relating  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  Colony,  whenever 
thereto  requested  by  either. 

Article  VIII.  The  High  Sheriff"  shall,  either  by  himself  or 
his  deputies,  aid  in  the  organization  of  elections;  act  as  Marshal 
for  the  Government  of  the  Colony,  execute  all  processes,  judg- 
ments, and  comuiands  of  the  Court  of  Sessions,  and  perform, 
generally,  the  services  required  of  the  same  Officer,  by  the  com- 
mon laws  of  England  and  the  United  States. 

Article  IX.  The  Secretary  of  the  Colony  shall  take  charge 
of,  and  carefully  keep  all  the  papers,  records,  and  archives  of 
the  Colony,  generally;  shall  attend  and  exactly  record  the  do- 
ings of  the  Agent  in  Council;  shall  publish  all  the  ordinances, 
and  legal  enactments  of  the  Government;  publish  Government 
notices;  issue  the  Agent's  orders,  civil,  military,  and  juilicial, 
to  the  proper  functionaries;  deliver  a  fair  copy  of  Government 
papers  necessary  to  be  recorded  to  the  Register  of  the  Colony; 
and  manage  its  intonuil  correspondence  on  the  part,  and  under 
the  directions  of  tiie  Agent. 

AnncLE  X.  'I'he  fiegi.-.ter  shall  rocoril  all  documents  and 
instruments  relating  to  the  security,  and  title  of  public  or  indivi- 
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dual  propcrtv;  Government  grantsj  patents;  Ucencesj  contracts 
and  coininissions;  and  all  other  papers  >vhich  are  properly  a 
matter  of  record,  and  to  which  the  Government  of  the  Colonj 
•hall  be  a  party. 

Every  volume  of  records  when  completed,  shall  be  delivered 
by  the  Register,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Colony,  for  preservation, 
among  the  archives  of  the  Colony. 

AuTici.i:  XI.  The  Treasurer  of  the  Colony  shall  receive  and 
§afely  keep  all  the  monies,  and  public  securities  required  by 
law,  or  the  judgment  of  courts,  to  be  deposited  in  the  public 
Treasur}',  and  sliall  deliver  up,  and  pay  over  the  same,  only  by 
a  requisition  signed  by  the  Agent,  or  Vice-Agent  of  the  Colony; 
to  whom  he  shall  render  a  statement  of  the  public  finances  on 
the  Monday  preceding  the  annual  Election  of  the  Colony. 

Articlk  XII.  The  Commissioners  of  Agriculture  shall  report, 
and  serve  as  the  organ  of  the  Government,  on  all  subjects  rela- 
ting to  the  Agriculture  of  the  Colony. 

The  Commissioners  composing  tiie  lioard  of  Health,  shall  re- 
port, and  serve  as  the  organ  of  the  Government,  on  all  subject* 
relating  to  the  health  of  the  Colony;  shall  ascertain  the  proper 
objects  of  medical  attention;  report  nuisances  prejudicial  to  the 
public  health,  direct  their  removal;  and  make  themselves  gener- 
ally active  in  diminishing  the  sufferings  and  dangers  of  the  set- 
tlers caused  bv  sickness. 

Each  of  these  Committees  shall  record,  for  the  future  use  of 
the  Colony,  all  impoi-tant  observations  and  facts  relating  to  iho 
subjects  of  their  charge. 

Article  XIII.  The  two  Censors  shall  act  as  conservators  of 
the  public  morals,  and  promoters  of  the  public  industry;  and  be 
obliged  to  all  the  duties,  and  invested  with  all  the  legal  powers, 
on  whatever  relates  to  the  public  morals  and  industry,  which  are 
lawfully  required  of,  and  possessed  by  grand  jurors,  in  such  parts 
of  the  United  States  as  recognize  such  auxiliaries  to  tlieir  magis- 
tracy. 

It  shall  be  the  special  duty  of  these  ofliccrs  to  ascertain  in 
what  way  every  person,  in  their  proper  districts,  acquires  a  live- 
lihoofl;  to  report  or  present  idlers;  detect  vicious  or  suspected 
practices;  and  present  for  legal  investigation  and  cure,  every 
nctual  or  probable  evil,  growing  out  of  the  immoralities,  either 
of  a  portion  of  the  community,  or  of  individuals. 


AuTicLii  XIV.  The  Judiciary  of  the  Colony  shall  consist  of 
the  Agent  and  a  competent  number  of  Justices  of  the  peace,  cre- 
ated bv  liis  appointment.  The  Justices  shall  have  cognisance 
of  all  cases  atlecting  the  peace,  and  of  all  criminal  cases  within 
the  definition  of  pc/it  larceny^  and  all  actions  of  debt  not  excee- 
ding twenty  dollars.  In  the  court  of  monthly  Sessions,  wheth- 
er acting  as  a  court  of  law,  or  a  court  of  equity,  the  Agent  or 
Vice-Agent  shall  preside,  and  the  Justices  be  his  associates. 

The  court  of  Monthly  Sessions  shall  have  original  Jurisdic- 
tion in  all  actions  of  debt,  in  which  the  amount  in  litigation 
shall  exceed  twenty  dollars;  and  in  criminal  causes  above  the  de- 
gree of  petit  larceny;  and  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  in  all 
civil  causes  whatsoever. 

The  requisite  number  of  Constables  for  the  Colony  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Agent  aiinually. 

A  Clerk  and  a  Crier  of  the  Court  of  Sessions  shall  also  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  said  Court,  annuallv. 

An  Auctioneer,  wiio  shall  conduct  all  auction  sales  except 
those  of  the  Sherift'and  Constables,  in  pursuance  of  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Courts  of  the  Colony,  shall  also  be  created  by  an- 
nual appointment  of  the  Agent. 

A  Store  Keeper,  Librarian,  Commissary  of  Ordnance,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Agent,  shall  be  respected  and  obeyed  in  mat- 
ters belonging  to  their  respective  functions,  as  ofiicers  of  the 
Colony. 

Instructors  in  all  public  schools  having  the  sanction  of  a  pub- 
lic charter,  or  participating  in  any  degree  in  the  public  funds, 
shall  be  appointed  and  employed  by  the  regular  school  commit- 
tees of  the  Colony,  but  with  t!ic  Agent's  approbation  and  con- 
currence. 

All  Custom,  Port,  Infirmary,  Medical,  Guard  and  Police  offi- 
cers, not  appointed  by  the  Managers  of  the  Colonization  Socie- 
tr,  and  whose  services  are  required  and  defiacd  by  the  laws  of 
the  Colony,  together  with  the  public  Measurers,  Inspectors,  and 
Appraisers,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Agent  of  the  Colony. 

Artici.f.  W.  The  Militia  of  the  Colony,  ^hall  consist  whol- 
1\  of  such  uniformcil  N'olunteer  Corps  as  shall  obtain  charters 
under  tlie  Government  of  the  Colony;  of  which  charters,  the  fol- 
lowing shall  be  fundamental  articles: 
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Ul.  That  the  Corps,  shall  always  comply  with  any  requisi- 
tions for  their  services,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  made  by  the 
executive  Govcriiinent  of  the  Colony. 

•Cncl.  That  the  Corps  shall  ever  presiuve  and  hold  themselves 
and  their  arms  and  equipments  in  a  state  of  readiness  for  ac- 
tual service,  at  the  shortest  notice. 

3rd.   That  the  Utticers  be  commissioned  by  the  Agent;  and 

4thly.  That  they  shall  muster,  parade,  and  serve  in  the  line 
of  the  Colony,  under  general  Officers,  when  thereto  required  by 
the  executive  Government. 

General  officers  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Agent;  and  when 
especial  reasons  do  not  forbid,  sliall  be  taken  from  tlie  Officers 
of  the  several  Corps,  and  promoted  according  to  rank,  and  tha 
seniority  of  their  commissions. 

All  Military  Officers  and  delinquencies,  shall  be  tried  by  a 
General  Court  Martial,  to  be  composed,  except  the  officers 
and  Guards  of  the  Court,  of  Commissioned  Officers;  and  to  sit 
quarterly. 

A  correct  copy. 

J.  A  SUM  UN. 

[For  a  digest  of  the  Laws  of  the  Colony,  see  the  Appendix 
of  the  last  Report,  page  38.  ] 


(No.  5.) 
Address  of  the  Colonists  to  the  Free  People  of  Colour  in  the  U.  S. 

At  a  numerous  meeting  of  the  citi/.ens  of  Monrovia,  held  at 
the  Court  House,  on  the  27i\\  day  of  August,  IS'ir,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  tiic  expediency  of  uniting  in  an  address  to 
the  Coloured  People  of  the  United  States,  John-  II.  Folks,  Esq. 
in  the  cluiir,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  four  persons  be  appointed,  to 
frame  a  circular  address,  to  be  published  in  the  United  States, 
for  the  better  information  of  the  People  of  Colour  in  that  coun- 
try, respecting  the  state  of  this  Colony,  and  the  condition  of  the 
settlers;  and 

That  Captains  James  C.  Barbour  and  F.  Dcvaney,  \s.  L. 
Weaver,  Flsq.  and  the   Rev.    C.    M.    \\'aring  and    George   R. 
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McUlU,  bo  tho  conunittcc  to  i)rei)aro  ami  report  the  Baid  nddreas, 
on  Tuesday,  the  -iih  day  of  September  next. 

TrKsnAY,  September  4th,  1827. 

Tlie  foreiKuned  committee  reported  the  following  address, 
Avliicli  was  adopted,  anil  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  the  United 
States,  and  tliere  published,  for  the  information  of  the  Coloured 
People  of  that  country: 

(circular.) 

As  much  speculation  and  uncertainty  continues  to  prevail 
among  the  People  of  Colour  in  the  United  States,  respecting 
our  situation  and  prospects  in  Africa:  and  many  misrepresenta- 
tions have  been  put  in  circulation  there,  of  a  nature  slanderous 
tows,  and,  in  their efiects,  injurious  to  them:  we  felt  it  our  duty, 
by  a  true  statement  of  our  circumstances,  to  endeavour  to  cor- 
rect them. 

The  first  consideration  which  caused  our  voluntary  removal 
to  this  country,  and  the  object,  which  we  still  regard  with  the 
deepest  concern,  is  liberty — liberty,  in  the  sober,  simple,  but 
complete  sense  of  the  word:  not  a  licentious  liberty,  nor  a  liber- 
ty without  government,  or  which  should  place  us  without  the 
restraint  of  salutary  laws — but  that  liberty  of  speech,  action, 
and  conscience,  which  distinguishes  the  free  enfranchised  citi- 
zens of  a  free  State.  We  did  not  enjoy  that  freedom  in  our  na- 
tive country:  and,  from  causes  which,  as  respects  ourselves,  we 
shall  soon  forget  forever,  we  were  certain  it  was  not  there  at- 
tainable for  ourselves  or  our  children.  This,  then,  being  the 
first  object  of  our  pursuit  in  coming  to  Africa,  is  probably  the 
first  object  on  which  you  will  ask  for  information.  And  we  must 
truly  declare  to  you,  that  our  expectations  and  hopes,  in  this  re- 
spect, have  been  realized.  Our  Constitution  secures  to  us,  so 
far  as  our  condition  allows,  "all  the  rights  and  privileges  enjoy- 
ed by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States;"  and  these  rights  and 
privileges  are  ours.  We  are  proprietors  of  the  soil  we  live  on, 
and  possess  the  rights  of  freeholders.  Our  suflrages,  and,  what 
is  of  more  importance,  our  sentiments  and  our  opinions  liave 
their  due  weight  in  the  Government  we  live  under.  Our  laws 
are  altogether  our  own:  they  grow  out  of  our  circumstances;  arc 
framed  for  our  exclusive  benefit,  and  administcreil  either  bv  offi- 
cers of  our  own  appointment,  or  suclias  possess  our  confidence. 
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"We  have  ajuiiiciarr,  chosen  from  among  ourselveiij  we  serve  a.» 
jurors  in  the  trial  oT  others;  and  are  liable  to  be  tried  only  bj 
juries  of  o'jr  fellow-citixens,  ourselves.  We  have  all  tliat  is 
meant  by  Liberty  of  conscience.  The  time  and  mode  of  wor- 
shipping God,  a3  prescribed  to  us  in  his  word,  and  dictated  by 
our  conscience,  we  are  not  only  free  to  follow,  but  are  protect- 
ed in  following. 

Forming  a  community  of  our  own,  in  the  land  of  our  fore- 
fathers; having  the  commerce,  and  soil,  and  resources,  of  the 
country  at  our  disposal;  we  know  nothing  of  that  debasing  in- 
feriority with  which  our  very  colour  stamped  us  in  America: 
there  is  nothing  here  to  create  the  feeling  on  our  part — nothing 
to  cherish  the  feeling  of  superiority  in  the  minds  of  foreigners 
who  visit  us.  It  is  this  moral  emancipation — this  liberation  of 
the  mind  from  worse  than  iron  fetters — that  repays  us  ten  thou- 
sand times  over,  for  all  that  it  has  cost  us,  and  makes  us  grate- 
ful to  God  and  our  American  patrons  for  the  happy  change 
which  has  taken  place  in  our  situation.  We  are  not  so  self-com- 
placent as  to  rest  satisfied  with  our  improvement,  either  as  re- 
gards our  minds  or  our  circumstances.  We  do  not  expect  to 
remain  stationary.  Far  from  it.  But  we  certainly  feel  our- 
selves, for  the  first  time,  in  a  state  to  improve  either  to  any  pur- 
pose. The  burthen  is  gone  from  our  shoulilers:  we  now  breathe 
and  move  freely;  and  know  not  (in  surveying  your  present  state) 
for  which  to  pity  you  most — the  empty  name  of  liberty,  which 
you  endeavour  to  content  yourselves  with,  in  a  country  that  is 
not  yours,  or  tlie  delusion  which  makes  you  hope  for  ampler  pri- 
vileges in  that  country  hereafter.  Tell  us,  which  is  the  white 
man,  who,  with  a  prudent  regard  to  his  own  character,  can  as- 
sociate with  one  of  you,  on  terms  of  equality?  Ask  us,  which  is 
the  white  man  who  would  decline  such  association  with  (me  of 
our  number,  whose  intellectual  and  moral  qualities  are  not  an 
objection?  To  both  these  questions  we  unhesitatingly  make  the 
same  answer: — There  is  no  such  white  man. 

We  solicit  none  of  you  to  emigrate  to  this  country:  for  we 
know  not  who  among  you  prefers  rational  independence,  and  the 
honest  respect  of  his  fellow-men,  to  that  mental  sloth  and  care- 
less poverty  which  you  already  possess,  and  your  children  will 
inherit  after  you,  in  America.     But  if  your  views  and  aspirations 
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ri«e  a  degree  high«r — if  your  ii\i[ul»  aro  not  as  servile  ai  year 
present  condition — we  can  decide  the  question  at  once;  and  with 
confidence  say,  that  you  will  bless  the  day,  and  your  children 
after  you,  when  you  determined  to  become  citizens   of  Liberia. 

But  we  do  not  hold  this  lanj^uage  on  the  blessings  of  liberty  for 
the  purpose  of  consoling  ourselves  for  the  sacrifice  of  health,  or 
the  suftering  of  want,  in  consequence  of  our  removal  to  Africa. 
We  onjov  health  after  a  few  months'  residence  in  the  country,  ai 
uniformly,  and  in  as  perfect  a  degree,  as  we  possessed  that  bless- 
ing in  our  native  country.  And  a  distressing  scarcity  of  provi- 
sions or  any  of  the  comforts  of  life,  has  for  the  last  two  years 
been  entirely  unknown,  even  to  the  poorest  persons  in  this  com- 
munity. On  these  points  there  are,  and  have  been,  much  miscon- 
ception and  some  malicious  misrepresentations  in  the  U.  States. 

We  have  nearly  all  suffered  from  sickness,  and,  of  the  ear- 
liest emigrants,  a  large  proportion  fell  in  the  arduous  attempt  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  the  Colony.  But  arc  they  the  only  persons 
whose  lives  have  been  lost  in  the  cause  of  human  liberty,  or  sac- 
ri6ced  to  the  welfare  of  their  fellow-men.-'  Several  out  of  everj 
ship's  company  have,  within  the  last  four  years,  been  carried  off 
by  sickness,  caused  by  the  change  of  climate.  And  death  occa- 
sionally takes  a  victim  from  our  number,  without  any  regard  at 
all  to  the  time  of  his  residence  in  this  country.  But  we  nevef 
hoped,  by  leaving  America,  to  escape  the  common  lot  of  mor- 
tals— the  necessity  of  death,  to  which  the  just  appointment  of 
Heaven  consigns  us.  But  we  do  expect  to  live  as  long,  and  paws 
this  life  with  as  little  sickness  as  yourselves. 

The  true  character  of  the  African  climate  is  not  well  under- 
stood in  other  countries.  Its  inhabitants  are  as  robust,  as  heal- 
thy, as  long  lived,  to  say  the  least,  as  those  of  any  other  coun- 
try. Nothing  like  an  epidemic  has  ever  appeared  in  this  Colo- 
ny; nor  can  we  learn  from  the  natives,  that  the  calamity  ot  a 
sweeping  sickness  ever  yet  visited  this  part  of  the  continent. 
But  the  change  fr(»m  a  temperate  to  a  tropical  country  is  a  great 
one — too  great  not  to  affect  the  health,  more  or  less — and,  in  the 
cases  of  old  people,  and  very  young  children,  it  often  causes 
death.  In  the  early  years  of  the  Colony,  want  of  good  houses, 
the  great  fatigues  and  dangers  of  the  settlers,  their  irregular  mode 
of  living,  and  the  harddhipB  and  diteouragemttnts  tbov  met  ^th, 
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greatly  helped  the  other  causes  of  sickness,  which  prevailed  loan 
alarming  extent,  and  were  attended  with  great  mortality.     But 
we  look  back  to  those  times  as  to  a  season  of  trial  long  past,  and 
neariv  forgotten.     Our  houses  and  circumstances  are  now  com- 
fortable; anil,  for  the  last  two  or  tiiree  years,  not  one  person  in 
tnrty,  from  the  Middle  and   Southern  States,  has  died  from  the 
change  of  climate.   The  disastrous  fate  of  the  company  of  settlera 
who  came  out  from  Boston  in  tlie  Brig  Vine,  eighteen  months  ago, 
is  an  exception  to  the  common  lot  of  emigrants;  and  the  causes 
of  it  ought  to  be  explained.     Those  people  left  a  cold  region  in 
the  coldest  part  of  Winter,  and  arrived  here  in  the  hottest  sea- 
son of  our  year.     Many  of  them  were  too  old  to  have  survived 
long  in  any  country.     They  most  imprudently  neglected  the  pre- 
scriptions of  our  very  successful  physician,  the  Rev.  Lott  Cary, 
who  has  great  experience  and   great  skill  in  the  fevers  of  the 
country,  and  depended  on  medicines  brought  with  them,  which 
could  not  fail  to  prove  injurious.     And,  in  consequence  of  all 
those  unfortunate   circumstances,  their  ?ulferings   were  severe, 
and   many  died.     But  we  arc  not  apprehensive  that   a   similar 
calamity  will  befall  any  future  emigrants,  except  under   similar 
disadvantages. 

People  now  arriving,  have  comfortable  houses  to  receive  them; 
will  enjoy  the  regular  attendance  of  a  physician  in  the  slight  sick- 
ness that  may  await  tliem;  will  be  surrounded  and  attended  by 
healthy  and  happy  people,  who  have  borne  the  eftects  of  the  cli- 
mate, who  will  encourage  and  fortify  them  against  that  despon- 
dency which,  alone,  has  carried  otf  several  in  the  first  years  of 
the  Colony. 

But  you  may  sav,  tliat  even  health  and  freedom,  as  good 
as  they  are,  are  still  dearly  paid  for,  when  they  cost  you  the 
common  comforts  of  life,  and  expose  your  wives  and  cliil- 
dren  to  famine,  and  all  the  evils  of  want  and  poverty.  We 
<lo  not  dispute  the  soundness  of  this  conclusion  either:  but 
we  utterly  deny  tliat  it  lias  any  application  to  the  pco[)le  of 
Liberia. 

Away  with  all  the  false  notions  that  arc  circulating  about  the 
barrenness  of  this  countrv:  they  are  tlie  observations  of  such  ig- 
norant or  designing  men,  as  would  injure  both  it  and  you.  A 
inor«  fertile  soil,    and  a  more  productive  country,   so  far  as  it  iii 
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cultiva(uil,  Oiere  !•  iiol,  we  bcliovu,  uii  the  faco  of  the  earth.  !(• 
hilU  and  its  plain*  are  covertni  wiih  a  veiduie  whicli  never  fadei; 
the  piuductioni  of  nature  keep  un  in  their  growth  through  all  the 
Bfa^ons  oi'  the  vear.  Even  the  natives  of  the  country,  almost 
without  tarnun;;  tools,  without  skill,  and  with  very  little  labour, 
make  more  grain  and  vegetables  than  tliey  can  consume,  and  of- 
ten more  than  they  can  sell. 

Cattle,  swine,  fowls,  ducks,  goats,  and  sheep,  thrive  without 
feeding,  and  require  no  other  care  than  to  keep  them  from  straj- 
iug.  Cotton,  coflee,  indigo,  and  the  sugar  cane,  are  all  the  spon- 
taneous growth  of  our  forestsj  and  may  be  cultivated,  at  pleasure, 
to  any  extent,  by  such  as  are  disposed.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
rice,  Indian  corn,  guinea  corn,  millet,  and  too  many  species  of 
fruits  and  vegetables  to  be  enumerated.  Add  to  all  this,  we 
have  no  dreary  "Winter  here,  for  one  half  of  the  year  to  consume 
the  productions  of  the  other  half.  Nature  is  constantly  renew- 
ing herself,  and  constantly  pouring  her  treasures,  all  the  year 
round,  into  the  laps  of  the  industrious.  We  could  say,  on  this 
subject,  morej  but  we  are  afraid  of  exciting,  too  highly,  the 
hopes  of  the  imprudent.  Such  persons,  we  think,  M'ill  do  well 
to  keep  their  rented  cellars,  and  earn  their  twenty-five  cents 
a  day  at  the  wheelbarrow,  in  the  cominercial  towns  of  America, 
and  stay  where  they  are.  It  is  only  the  industrious  and  virtu- 
ous that  we  can  point  to  independence,  and  plenty,  and  hap- 
[)ines8,  in  this  country.  Such  people  are  nearly  sure  to  attain, 
in  a  very  few  years,  to  a  style  of  comfortable  living,  whicli 
they  may  in  vain  hope  for  in  the  United  States;  and,  howev- 
er short  we  come  of  this  character  ourselves,  it  is  only  a  duo 
acknowledgiiient  of  t!ie  bauiity  of  Divine  Providence  to  say, 
tliat  we  generally  enjoy  the  good  things  of  this  life  to  our  entire 
satisfaction. 

Our  trails  is  cliiefly  confined  to  the  coast,  t ;  the  interior 
parts  of  the  continent,  and  to  foreign  vessels.  It  is  already 
valuable  and  fast  increasing.  It  is  carried  on  in  the  produc- 
tions of  the  counirv,  consis'ing  of  rice,  palm  oil,  ivory,  tortoi«e 
shell,  dye  wood-;,  i;old,  hides,  wax,  and  a  small  amount  of  cof- 
fee: and  it  brinies  us,  in  return,  the  products  and  manufactures 
of  the  four  quarter*  of  the  world.  Soldom,  indepd,  is  our  har- 
bour f  Irar  nf  European  and  Ameriran  shipping;  and  the  bu»tla 
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tctivitv  of  the  smaller  seaports  of  the  United  States. 

Mechanics  of  nearly  every  trade,  are  carrying  on  their  vft- 
rious  occupations;  their  wages  are  high;  and  a  large  number 
would  be  sure  of  constant  and  profitable  employment. 

Not  a  child  or  youth  in  the  Colony  but  is  provided  with  an 
appropriate  school.  We  have  a  numerous  public  library,  and 
a  court  house,  meeting  houses,  school  iiouses,  and  fortification* 
•ufEcient,  or  nearly  so,  for  the  Colony,  in  its  present  state. 

Our  houses  are  constructed  of  the  same  materials,  and  finished 
in  the  same  style,  as  in  the  towns  of  America.  We  have  abun- 
dance of  good  building  stone,  shells  for  lime,  and  clay,  of  an 
excellent  quality,  for  bricks.  Timber  is  plentiful,  of  various 
kinds,  and  fit  for  all  the  dllTerent  purposes  of  building  and  fen- 
cing. 

Truly  we  have  a  goodly  heritage  :  and  if  there  is  any  thing 
lacking  in  the  character  or  condition  of  the  people  of  this  Colo- 
ny, it  never  can  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  country  :  it 
must  be  the  fruit  of  our  own  mismanagement,  or  slothfulness, 
or  vices.  But  from  these  evils  we  confide  in  Him,  to  wliom  we 
are  indebted  for  all  our  blessings,  to  preserve  us.  It  is  the  to- 
pic of  our  weekly  and  daily  thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God,  both 
in  public  and  in  private,  and  He  knows  with  what  sincerity,  that 
we  were  ever  conducted,  by  his  Providence,  to  this  shore. — 
Such  great  favours,  in  so  short  a  time,  and  mixed  with  so  few 
trials,  are  to  be  ascribed  to  nothing  but  his  special  blessing. — 
This  we  acknowledge.  We  only  wanttlie  gratitude  which  such 
signal  favours  call  for.  Nor  are  we  willing  to  close  this  paper 
without  adding  a  heartfelt  testimonial  of  the  deep  obligations  we 
owe  to  our  American  patrons  and  best  earthly  benefactors  whose 
wisdom  pointed  us  to  this  home  of  our  nation,  and  whose  active 
and  persevering  benevolence  enabled  us  to  reach  it.  Judge, 
then,  of  the  feelings  with  which  we  hear  t!ie  motives  and  do- 
ings of  the  Colonization  Society  traduced:  and  that,  too,  by  men 
too  ignorant  to  know  what  that  Society  has  accomplished;  too 
weak  to  look  through  its  plans  and  intentions;  or  too  dishonest 
to  acknowledge  either.  But  without  pretending  to  any  prophetic 
Mgacity,  we  can  certainly  predict  to  that  Society,  the  ultimate 
triomph  of  their  hopei  arKf  labnuri,  and  diiappointment  and  de- 
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feat  to  all  who  oppose  them.  Men  maj  tlioorizo,  and  apeculate 
abuut  iht'ir  plans  in  Anieiica,  but  tliorc  can  be  no  speculation 
here.  The  clieetlul  abodes  of  civilization  and  happiness  which 
are  scattered  over  this  verdant  mountain — the  flourishing  settle- 
ments which  are  spreading  around  it — the  sound  of  Christian  in- 
Btruction,  and  scenes  of  Christian  worship,  which  are  heard 
and  seen  in  this  land  of  brooding  pagan  darkness — a  thousand 
contented  freemen  united  in  founding  a  new  Christian  empire, 
happy  themselves,  and  the  instruments  of  happiness  toothers — 
every  object,  every  individual,  is  an  argument,  is  demonstration, 
of  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  the  plan  of  Colonization. 

Where  is  tiie  argument  that  shall  refute  facts  like  these?   And 
where  is  the  man  hardy  enough  to  denv  them.'' 


(No.  6.) 
licsolulions  of  State  Legislatures. 

The  following  States  have  expressed  in  terms  more  or  less  fa- 
vourable, their  approbation  of  the  plans  of  tiie  American  Colo- 
nization Society.  Virginia,  Georgia,  Maryland,  Tennessee, 
New  Jersey,  Ohio,  Connecticut,  Kentucky,  Delaware,  Vermont, 
Indiana.  Virginia,  Maryland,  Tennessee,  New  Jersey,  Ohio, 
Delaware,  Connecticut,  Vermont,  Kentucky,  and  Indiana,  hare 
recommended  the  objects  of  the  American  Colonization  Society 
to  the  patronage  of  the  National  Government,  (Vide  Appendix 
to  the  Tenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Society,  page  GO,  and  Re- 
port nth,  page  80.) 

During  the  last  year,  the  following  joint  Resolutions  passed 
the  Senate  of  Kentucky,  with  only  three  dissenting  voices: 

Resolved,  i^-c.  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, be  requested  to  use  their  best  endeavours  to  procure  an 
appropriation  of  money  of  Congress,  to  aid,  so  far  as  is  consist- 
ent with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  Colonizing  the 
Free  People  of  Colour  of  the  United  States  in  Africa,  umler  the 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

2.  That  the  Governor  of  this  State  be  requested  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  ihe  foregoing  resolution,  to  each  of  our  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress,  and  to  the  Governorg  of  the  sever- 
al f^tates. 

Jir.  Noble,  of  Indiana,  presented  to  the  Senate  of  the  U^nitcd 
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eUitei,  a  joint  Resolution  of  thu  Legislature  of  the  State  of  In- 
diana, recoiuuiending  tlie  American  Colonization  Societj  to  the 
patronage  of  Congress. 

The  memorial  of  the  Colonization  Society  is  nor  before  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  and  we  have  much 
reason  to  believe  that  both  of  these  powerful  States  will  recom- 
mend its  object  to  the  favour  and  patronage  of  the  National  Go- 
vernment. 


(No.   7.) 
Memorial  to  Congress. 

It  is  well  known  to  those  who  have  examined  the  History  of  tha 
origin  and  progress  of  the  Colonization  Society,  that  the  powers 
and  resources  of  the  National  Government  have  been  regarded 
by  most  of  its  Friends  as  alone  adetjuate  to  coTnplete  the  design 
of  African  Colonization.  The  Managers  of  the  Parent  Institu- 
tion have  repeatedly  sent  in  their  petitions  to  Congress,  and 
with  the  sanction  of  many  State  Legislatures  invited  that  body  to 
take  into  consideration  tlic  claims  of  tlieir  object  to  the  patron- 
age of  the  llepresentatives  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. — 
The  memorials  of  the  Society  have,  generally,  been  treated  with 
respect,  and  several  committees  to  whom  they  have  been  refer- 
red have  made  Reports  highly  favourable  to  the  views  of  the  pe- 
titioners. In  both  houses,  it  is  believed,  the  cause  of  tiie  Society 
has  been  rapidly  gaining  strength.  Almost  every  year  has  wit- 
nessed some  aildition  to  the  number  of  States  which  have 
throuijli  their  Legi^latiires  instructed  their  Senators  and  request- 
ed their  Repnisentatives  to  give  their  support  in  Congress  to 
the  object  of  the  Society.  But  the  time  has  arrived  when  this 
subject  demands  the  more  general  and  serious  attention  of  the 
American  people. 

The  State  Society  of  Kentucky  has  resolved  to  second  the 
efforts  ol  the  Parent  Institution,  by  presenting  its  own  memo- 
rial, with  the  signatures  of  Citizens  from  various  parts  of  the 
State,  to  Congress,  and  soliciting  that  Boily  no  longer  to  neglect 
the  appeals  made  to  it  in  behalf  of  a  great  enterprise,  most  inti- 
matelv  connected  with  the  welfare  of  our  country  as  well  as 
sanctioned  by  the  most  obvious  dictates  of  national  justice  and 
kamanitv.      M'e  hope  the  example  of  our  Friends   in  Kentucky 
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will  be  imitated  by  all  the  yluxiiiary  Societies  in  the  Land.  Let 
tfie  people  of  tlie  L'liitetl  States  speak  out  in  toiiea  of  solemn 
earnestness  in  behalf  of  the  scheme  of  African  Colonization. — 
Their  voice  will  be  heard;  anil  tlie  energies  and  resources  of  the 
Government  be  brought  to  complete  a  work,  begun  in  weakness, 
but  unspeakably  important  to  this  country  aiul  full  of  blessings 
for  another. 


(No.  8.) 
Examination  of  Mr.  Francis  Dcvany,  Iftgh  Sheriff  of  the  Colo- 
ny of  Liberia,  before  a   Committee  of  Congress,  on  the  2Gth 
ajul  ■iZthofMay,  1830. 

In  the  African  Repository  for  April,  1830,  was  publislied  tlie  Report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Ueprcsentativcs,  to  whom  was  referred  tha 
memorial  of  tlie  American  Colonization  Society,  addressed  to  that  Body 
and  to  tlie  Senate  of  the  Unitcil  States.  This  Committee  consisted  of  the 
Hon.  C.  F.  Mercer,  Mr.  Kverett,  of  Mass.  Mr.  Ttose,  Mr.  AVillJams,  Mr. 
Vance,  Mr.  Denny  and  Mr.  Kincaid.  Just  before  tlic  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress, Mr.  Francis  Devany,  one  of  the  earliest,  most  intelligent  and  res- 
pectable settlers  in  Liberia,  who  has,  for  some  time,  held  the  ofiice  of  High 
SherifT  in  the  Colony,  arrived  in  Washington,  and,  as  he  had  resided  in 
Africa  for  more  than  seven  years,  had  discharged  faithfully  and  usefully, 
the  duties  of  several  responsible  offices,  and  had  been  and  continued  to 
be  engaged  in  extensive  trade,  it  was  deemed  important,  by  Mr.  Mercer, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  just  mentioned,  to  receive  his  testimony,  res- 
pecting the  geography,  climate,  soil,  natural  and  civil  Histor}',  municipal 
Government,  manners,  productions  commerce,  navigation,  arts  and  im- 
p''ovements  of  the  Colony  of  Free  coloured  Persons  in  Liberia. 

The  Committee,  together  with  several  Senators  and  Members  of  the 
House,  invited  to  attend  on  the  occasion,  met  in  tlie  capitol  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  26lh  of  May,  and  the  replies  of  Mr.  Devany  to  the  various  ques- 
tions proposed  by  the  Chairman,  and  other  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee, 
excited  so  much  intcrei^t,  that  the  examination  was  continued  until  .ifter 
the  Meeting  of  the  House  of  Representatives  summoned  the  members  to 
their  seats,  when  an  adjournment  took  place  until  9  o'clock  the  next 
morning:  At  tiiat  time  a  much  larger  number  attended  than  on  the  pre- 
ceding day,  and  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Stansbury,  Reporter  to 
the  House,  we  are  enabled  to  present  the  following  statement  as  compri- 
sing, briefly,  the  testimony  given  by  >fr.  Devany,  in  rrply  to  the  interro- 
gatories proposcfl  to  him- 

It  should  here,  perhaps,  be  st.itcd,  th.\t  Mr.  nr\any,  »n»  born  in  .South 
Carulina,  a  ilave,  the  property  of  LanyJon  CIiotch,  Esq-  lorincrly  Speaker 
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of  (he  House  of  R^prssentatirei;  that  aft«r  acquiring  hi*  fr«edoiii,  h«  prM- 
liioJ  the  troJe  of  a  sail  maker  in  the  employment  of  Mr.  Fortln,  a  man  of 
colour  well  known  in  Philadelphia;  that  more  than  seven  years  ago,  he 
embarked  for  Liberia;  that,  while  employed  for  a  few  months  by  the  Colo- 
ni:il  Ajjeiit,  to  navigate  a  small  public  Vessel  to  different  parts  of  the  coast, 
fi)r  the  purpose  of  obtaining  supplies  for  the  early  settlers  at  Monrovia,  ho 
was  enabled  to  acquire  the  sum  of  $200}  that  with  this,  he  commenced 
trade,  and  from  sales  made  on  his  own  account  and  as  consignee,  of 
others,  he  has,  in  less  than  six  years,  amassed  a  property  valued  by  him 
at  from  15  to  20,000  dollars.  Mr.  Devany  states  that  his  sales  in  a  single 
year  had  amounted  to  25,000  dollars.  The  Brig  Liberia  in  which  he  took 
passage  with  his  family  for  Philadelphia,  to  visit  his  own  and  his  wife'i 
relatives,  brought  from  the  Colony  on  account  of  the  owners  a  Cargo  valu- 
ed at  20,000  dollars. 

Mr.  Devany  stated,  in  reply  to  queries  put  to  him  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Mercer,  Judge  Spencer,  and  others,  that  the  Colo- 
nists labour  under  very  serious  inconvenience,  for  want  of  a 
National  Flag,  under  which  to  sail.  A  number  of  vessels  are 
owned  by  them,  which  might,  and  would,  be  engaged  in  com- 
merce to  this  country,  but  which  are  laid  up  at  present  for  want 
of  a  Flag.  Mr.  Devany  himself  owns  one,  which  cost  him  a 
thousand  dollars.  Another  Colonist  owns  a  vessel  that  cost 
6,000  dollars.  Both  these  valuable  vessels  are  now  laid  up 
and  going  to  decay,  as  the  owners  do  not  consider  it  safe  to 
venture  them  at  sea,  under  existing  circumstances.  Besides 
these,  there  are  five  or  six  others  owned  in  the  Colony,  of  smaller 
value.  These  are  engaged  in  a  coasting  trade  of  very  confined 
extent;  the  greatest  distance  to  which  they  venture  to  go,  is  as 
far  as  Sierra  Leone.  The  object  of  their  apprehension  is  not 
the  hostility  of  the  European  powers,  but  the  pirates  who 
infest  those  seas.  The  British  and  French  have  both  behaved 
in  the  most  friendly  manner  toward  the  Colonists.  The 
French  sloop  of  war  Dragon,  captured  one  of  these  pirates, 
and  carried  her  into  Goree,  whence  she  was  sent  home  to 
France,  and  condemned.  The  British  sloop  of  war  North 
Star,  captured  another,  but  gave  her  up  again,  for  want  of  suf- 
ficient evidence  for  her  condemnation.  These  pirates  consist 
chiefly  of  Spaniards,  some  of  whom  sail  in  American  vessels. 
When  one  of  these  strange  sails  approaches,  the  Colonists  feel 
some  apprehension,  and  immediately  resort  to  the  Foit,  and  put 
themselves  under  arms.      They  have  six  volunteer  companies  in 
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uniform,  besiiies  militia,  amountinj^  in  all  to  about  500  eftectlve 
men.  Tlie  C'oloiiv  hail  nut  been  attacked  since  the  time,  at  which 
■Mr.  Devany  arrived,  which  he  attributes  to  the  fact,  that  the  hos- 
tile natives  perceived  that  the  Colonv  had  been  strengthened,  by 
a  reinforcement  of  its  numbers,  and  was  in  possession  of  cannon 
and  other  means  of  defence.  Elloits  were  making  to  increase 
these  means,  but  the  Colonists  had  but  little  money  to  devote 
to  that  object.  Tliey  have  a  stone  Fort,  called  Fort  Stockton, 
which  was  repaired  by  the  late  Dr.  Randall,  and  is  about  two- 
thirds  finished.  It  is  of  stone,  and  tiie  walls  ten  feet  high. — 
But  as  the  platforms  for  the  guns  are  not  yet  finished,  it  is  at 
present  able  to  work  but  two  small  eighteen  cannonades.  The 
stone  of  wliich  it  is  built,  and  which  is  commonly  employed  in 
erecting  the  houses  of  the  Colonists,  is  a  blue  granite,  very 
hard  and  solid.  Resides  this,  thov  have  another  species  of 
stone  much  softer,  and  impregnated  with  iron.  This  latter  is 
employed  in  Sierra  Leone,  almost  exclusively;  but  at  Monrovia 
it  is  but  partially  used  for  window  sills,  chimney  pieces,  &c. 
They  get  lime  in  abundance,  from  sliells  on  the  Junk  river.  It 
is  of  the  best  quality,  and  makes  good  hard  finished  walls. — 
Wood  being  plenty,  they  have  all  the  building  materials  they 
can  desire,  with  the  exception  of  nails  and  iron  work.  The 
harbour  is  counted  the  best  on  that  coast,  and  is  seldom  without 
a  vessel.  There  are  9  feet  water  on  the  bar,  and  12  to  16  feet 
on  the  inside  of  it.  Mr.  Devany,  in  1824,  was  in  command  of 
a  Colonial  vessel  for  6  months. 

The  prevailing  morals  of  the  Colonists  are  good.  Mr.  Deva- 
ny had  witnessed  but  one  fight  among  them  during  his  resi- 
dence there,  and  that  was  occasioned  by  a  sort  of  political  quar- 
rel with  a  coloured  man  from  Sierra  Leone,  who,  partaking  of 
the  jealous  spirit  which  prevails  among  some  persons  there,  had 
spoken  in  an  abusive  manner  of  the  American  Colony  and  iti 
Government.  Larcenies,  under  the  value  of  5  shillings,  are 
punished  by  fine.  Those  above  that  sum,  by  imprisonment  and 
whipping.  No  instance  of  capital  crime  had  yet  occurred. — 
Where  the  laws  of  the  Colony  are  silent,  resort  is  had  to  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  so  that  no  crime  can,  through  any 
fleficiency  of  that  kind,  be  committed  with  im[)unity.  One 
case  had  occurred  in  which  a  Court  of  Inquiry  was  held,  upon 
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a  Colonist  charged  with  having  fired  a  gun  in  one  of  the  Kroo 
towns,  bv  which  a  man  was  accidentally  shot.  The  matter, 
however,  was  compounded,  by  paying  a  fine  of  a  hundred  bars, 
to  the  friends  of  the  deceased.  (A  bar  is  a  technical  term, 
signifying  a  quantity  of  goods  of  any  kind,  to  the  \alue  of  25 
cents  first  cost.)  The  courts,  when  sitting,  are  well  attended. 
Witnesses  are  brought  up  by  a  process  of  subpoena,  as  in  the 
United  States.  Some  instances  of  Intemperance  have  occurred, 
but  the  habit  is  confined  to  two  persons  only,  and  does  not  go 
to  such  an  extent,  as  to  be  of  serious  injury  to  the  families  of  the 
individuals,  who  are  blacksmiths.  They  have  three  churches, 
frame  buildings,  one  of  them  with  a  steeple.  One  belongs  to 
the  Baptists,  another  to  the  Methodists,  and  one  not  yet  finish- 
ed to  the  Presbyterians.  Divine  service  is  attended  three  times 
on  Sunday,  and  also  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  evenings.  The 
Sunday  schools  are  attended  by  many  of  the  native  children. 
All  who  can  be  decently  clad,  are  in  the  habit  of  attending. — 
But  such  as  are  not  clothed  will  not  come.  The  natives  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Colony  are  adopting  our  mode  of  dressj 
the  men  wearing  pantaloons,  and  the  women  a  cloth  garment, 
covering  nearly  their  whole  person.  They  were  formerly  but 
▼cry  slightly  covered,  but  now  females  in  that  situation  \  ill  not 
pass  through  the  town,  but  take  a  circuitous  route  to  avoid  ob- 
servation. No  dancing  is  practised^  the  religious  part  of  the 
community  having  prevailed  in  discouraging  it.  Several  of  the 
neighbouring  tribes  have  voluntarily  put  themselves  under  the 
laws  of  the  Colony,  and  sought  its  protection.  On  the  death 
of  old  King  Peter,  a  celebrated  chief  in  the  neighbourhood,  hi» 
head  man,  called  Long  Peter,  made  an  effort  to  usurp  the 
government  of  the  tribe.  But  they  fled  to  the  Colony  for  pro- 
lection;  in  consequence  of  which  delegates  were  sent  among 
them,  and  the  matter  was  compromised,  by  appointing  Long 
Peter  as  head  man,  but  not  as  King.  The  chief  acquiesced  in 
this  arrangement,  and  the  people  were  satisfied  and  returned  to 
their  employment.  The  natives  of  this  tribe  have  adopted  our 
dress,  and  many  of  the  children  attend  the  schools  in  the  Colony. 
A  very  active  trade  is  carried  on  at  Monrovia.  A  Colonist, 
by  the  name  of  Waring,  will  have  sold  goods  this  year  to  the 
amount  of  g70,000.  Mr.  Devany's  own  sales  amount  to  be- 
tween 54  and  g95,000.      Being  asked  how  much  he  considered 
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himself  at  worth,  he  replied  tlmt  he  cumpu(e<l   his   propcrtj    at 
g'20,0UU,  ami  would  uot  be  vvillin;^  tu  take  that  sum  for  it.      He 
has  been  in  the  Colony  seven  years,  and  had  but  little  property 
when  he  went    there.     Coffee   is   very  nbundant  in  the  higher 
and  more  rockv  grounds;  on  sandy  soil  it   is  not  so  plenty.— 
The  produce  of  tlie   plants  is    very    various;    from    some  trees 
enough  may  be  gathered    to  fill   a   pocket  handkerchief  of  the 
largest  si/,e,  while  others  will  not  yield  more  than  half  a  pound. 
It  resembles  the  coffee  of  Java,  beinir  white  and  of  large  grain. 
There  is  another  kind,  of  smaller  grain,    but   this   is  but  little 
used.     The  Colony  as  yet  has  not  made  coffee  an  article  of  ex- 
port, the  Colonists  not  having  had  time  to  engage  in  the  regular 
cultivation  of  the   plaTit.     They  gather,   however,    enough  for 
their  own  consumption.     They  export  dye   woods,   of  different 
kinds,  hides,  ivory,  palm  oil,  and  rice.     The  French,   in  parti- 
cular, are  desirous  of  trading  in  the  last  article.     Provisions  ara 
plenty,  and  in  order  to  keep  up  the  native  trade  they  are  some- 
times taken  in  greater  quantities  than  can  be  consumed,     Tha 
traders  refuse  none  that  is  brought  in.     The  Colonists  in  general 
are  well  satisfied  with  their  situation.     The  exceptions  are  verjr 
few,  and  consist  of  some  old  women  and  persons  of  very  weak  ca- 
pacity, such  as  the  Colonists  would  be  glad  to  get  rid  of.     On  tha 
tables  in  Monrovia  may  be  found  beef,  mutton,  fish,  fowls  ducks, 
and  occasionally  a  turkey  or  a  roast  pig,  together  with  the  fruits 
of  the  ountry,  whicli  are  very  various.      Coffee  and  tea  are  used 
for  breakfast.     Being  asked  whetiier  any  of  the  Colonists  had 
become  so  dissatisfied  as  to  remove,  he  replied  that  one   or   two 
had  ilune  so.      (Jne  in  particular  had  returned  in  the   same  ves- 
sel with  himself.      This  was   a  coloured    man  by  the    name   of 
Hunt,    who  had  been  originally  a    slave,    but   was   liberated   in 
Richmond;  and  another  bv  the  name  of  \N  ilson,   whose    cliarac- 
ter  was  very  exceptionable.      He  had  left  a  w  ife  in    the   United 
States,  and  on  coming  to   Monrovia   was   desirous   of  marrying 
another  woman.      Being  prevented  from  doing  ?o,    he   had    gone 
to  Sierra  Looiie,  where   he    mairied,    his    first   wife   being  still 
living. 

The  hcdUli  of  the  Colony  is  in  genera!  good.  F"rom  ten  days 
to  six  weeks  after  their  first  arrival,  strangers  are  liable  to  at- 
tack? of  ague  and  fever,   but  after    that   time   they  are  usually 
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liealthv.     Mr.  Devany  HaJ  travelled  up  the  St.  Paul's  river  till  he 
came  lo  a  series  of  falls  extending  in  all  about  10   or    12   miles, 
in  which  s|)ace  the  water  often  falls  perpendicularly  20,  30,  and 
50  feet.      About  GO  or  80  miles  up  that  river,  lie  the   dominion* 
of  King;  Boatswain.     The  intermediate  country  is  finely  wooded, 
aboutidini^  with  valuable  ship  timber.     They  have  a   species  of 
oak,  which  is  an  ever-green,  and  grows  to  the  si'/,e  of  five  or  six 
feet  diameter  at  the   stump,  rising  from  GO  to  100  and  110  feet 
without  a  limb.     They  have,  besides,  a  species  of  poplar,    of  a 
reddish  colour,  which  works  wt-ll,  and  is  employed   by  joiners 
for  the  inside  work  of  houses.     They  have  not  the  disease  of 
the  worm  which  prevails  on  Cape  Coast.      AVater  that   is   taken 
from  a  running  stream,  in  the  sun,  abounds  there,  with   a   small 
species  of  worm,  which,  being  swallowed,  occasions  a  distress- 
ing and  fatal  disease.     Water  in  tanks,  is  not  liable  to  be  thus 
infested.     But  at  Cape  Montserado,   nothing  of  this   kind   in 
known;  nor  is  the  lumber  of  the  houses  liable,  as  in  some   parts 
of  Africa,  to  be  destroyed  by  ants.     There  is  a  clay,   however, 
which  tlie  ants,  called  by  the  natives  "Bug  a  Bug,"  use  in  build- 
ing their  nests,  and  which  is  also  sometimes  used  by  the  poorer 
inhabitants  in  plastering  their  houses,  and  which  contains  an  in- 
sect that  does  eventually  destroy  the  timber-     They  have  some 
timber  which  is  never  known  to  contain  a  worm,    though  it  may 
have  lain  upon  the  ground  ten  years.     The}'  have  a  species  of  teek 
similar  to  that  in  Braz.il:  also  a  brimstone  wood,   much   resem- 
bling mahogany,  but  of  a  lighter  colour.     They  have  the  great 
ant  of  Africa,  wliich,  however,  instead  of  an  annoyance,  proves 
serviceable  in  clearing  their  houses  from  vermin  of  every  des- 
cription.      A  band  of  these  formidable   Insects  will   attack   and 
master  a  living  rat:  ami  having  put  him  to  death  will  divide  his 
body  into  small  pieces,  and  marshalling  themselves  in  array  will 
carry  every  particle  of  the  spoil  out  of  the  house  to   their  nests. 
They  give    the   master   of  one  of  their  schools  a   salary  of 
S450.     This  he   did  not  consider   suflicient,    and   engaged    in 
business  as  public  surveyor;  in  consequence  of  which  the  school 
had  somewhat  declined,  but   they  had    the  prospect  of  getting 
another  teacher.     'I'hey  are    desirous  of   having   white  men,* 

•White  men  are  exposed  to  preat  dangferfrom  the  climate;  it  is  much  bet- 
ter to  educate  coloured  people  in  this  country,  and  send  ♦.hem  to  the  Co- 
lon v. 


4S 

competciitlv  L-iiucaliHl,  to  loach  their  sclumls;  in  wliich  capacitj 
only,  ami  in  that  ot  clci-;5yineii,  white  |)ers(»iis  are  allowed  to 
reside  in  the  Colony-  A  newspaper  i^  published  in  Monrovia, 
by  Mr.  Russwurni,  a  coloured  man.  ami  a  graduate  of  a  college 
in  Maine.  He  published  a  paper  soiuo  time  since  in  New  York. 
He  has  now  upon  liis  list  between  -1  and  31)0  subscribers. 

Mr.  Devany  had  visited   the  Colony   of   Sierra    Leone,    but 
found  it  bv  no  means  in  so  prosperous  a  condition  as  their  own. 
He  attributed    the  difterence  to   the  residence  of  European 
traders  among  them,  who  had  engrossed  the  commerce  to  them- 
selves, and  treated    the   coloured  inhabitants  with  little  more 
respect   than  they   would  receive  in  Carolina  or  Georgia;  not 
unfrequently  ordering  them  to  be  whipped.      In  consequence  of 
this,  the  spirits  of  the  people  were    dejiressed,   and    numbers   of 
them  would  gladly  resort  to  the   American   Colony.     Jiut   this 
is  strongly  discouraged,  as  they  are  not  considered  good  settlers, 
and  in  several  instances  had  created  trouble.     Being  asked  how 
the  Agents  of  the  Government  treated  the  Liberian  Colonists, 
Mr.  Devany  replied,   "perfectly   well,    entirely    to  their   satis- 
faction.''    They  placed  them  on  a  footing  of  perfect  equality, 
as  much  as  if  no  distinction  of  colour  existed.     The  people  had 
great  respect  for  the  agents,  but  still  felt  tliemselves  at  the  head 
of  their   own   society.     Much  activity   and    emulation   prevail; 
each  settler  endeavouring  to  push  his  own   fortune  by  all   pro- 
perand  honourable  means.      If  one  builds  himself  a  comfortable 
house  this  season,  his  neighbour  will  endeavour  to  have  as  good 
a  one  the  next.     But  this  competition  is   attended   with   no   ill 
will.     A   plat  of  the   town   is  drawn  and    laid  oft"  in  lots,  and 
when  new  settlers  arrive  they  employ  a  lottery    to  fix   their    se- 
veral situations;  each  being  allowed  in  the  town  a  (|uarter  of  an 
acre,  and  15  acres  In  its  neighbourhood,  which  he  is    at   liberty 
to  cultivate  for   himself.      Some   who  wish    to  become    farmers, 
and  settle  at  a  distance,  are  allowed   small    larms  of   ">()   acres. 
The  soil  is  cultivated  with  ease.      Ploughs  are   not  yet   introdu- 
ced.    They  have  some  nmles  which  they  brought  from  the   ('aj)e 
De  Verds.    There  are  also  a  few  oxen;  but  these,  not  having  been 
early  broken,  do  not  work   to  advantage.     The    late   lamented 
Mr.  Cary,   however,  had  ;i   yoke  which  he   broke   himself,   and 
wliich  worked  very  well.      I'hoy  had  had  some  horse,  but  these 
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not  bfing  w.U    inntngecj,   had   died.     Otheri,    however,   could 
readily  be  procurLuJ  at  the  Rio   Pongus.     The    climate  is    mild 
aiul  uuifonn;  tlie  thermometer  never  being  lower  than  GS°,    nor 
higher,  tiian  88°,  save  perhaps  one  day  in  a  season,  when  it  has 
been  known  to  rise   to  91  degrees.     There  is  a  constant  sea- 
breeze,  and  Mr.  Devany  had  seen  the   weather  quite  cool;  not 
cold  enough  however  to  produce  frost.     The  houses  have   no 
chiiiinevs  except  to  the  kitchens;  but  it  is   customary,   in   the 
cooler  weather,  to  use  small  furnaces  with  charcoal.     Many  of 
the  houses  are  built  of  stone,  others  of  logs,    weather-boarded. 
Some  of  tiiese  are  painted  white,  with  green   Venetian  blinds. 
They  have  gardens  abounding  with  vegetables,  and  various  na- 
tive fruits.     There  is  a  species  of  sour  orange,  that  seems  indi- 
genous to  the  soil,  being  found  in  abundance.     The  seed  of  the 
sweet  orange  has  also  been  brought  from  Sierra  Leone,  and  suc- 
ceed well.     The  Tamarind  is  also  plentiful,  and  the  Colunists 
have  now  received  seeds  from  America,  and  are  endeavouring 
to  raise  various  West  India  fruits.     The  pineapple  is  common, 
and  thev  have  a  species  of  cherry  growing  in  large  clusters  like 
grapes.     The   palm-tree  abounds,  and  is  of  great  value;  palm- 
oil  is  worth  from  5    to  6  cents  a  pound.      They  take  it  in  trade 
from  the  country  people  at  from  8  to  10  cents  a  gallon,  and  the 
gallon  contains  from  7  to  8  pounds. 

King  Boatswain,  above-mentioned,  offered  to  place  one  of  his 
children  with  Mr.  Devany.  The  natives  appear  to  like  the  Co- 
lonial habits,  and  readily  fall  in  with  them;  their  chief  difficul- 
tv  arises  from  the  want  of  a  mutual  knowledge  of  each  other's 
language.  Natives,  when  reduced  to  slavery  as  a  punishment 
for  crimes,  are  considered  as  permanently  degraded,  and  find 
difficulty  in  returning  if  they  obtain  their  liberty.  But  those 
who  are  taken  prisoners  in  war  are  not  considered  as  degraded 
in  the  lea^^t,  and  are  often  ransomed  at  a  great  price.  Many 
innocent  persons  are  sent  to  slavery  under  the  pretext  of 
crime,  but  in  reality  with  a  view  to  sordid  gain;  the  captains  of 
the  slave  ships  instigating  the  people  of  a  neighbourhood  to 
bring  "palavers,"  that  is,  criminal  accusations  against  each 
other,  and  having  sentence  pronounced,  that  tliey  may  thus 
make  up  their  cargo.  The  slave-trade  is  not  suffered  to  exist 
within  the  limits  nf  the  Colonv,  nor  is  it  to  be  found  within  a 
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Bpace  of  from  45  to  50  miles  on  each  side  of  Cape  Montserado.^ 
The  wlioL-  ilistance  from  Cape  Mount  to  Little  Bassa  enjoji 
this  favouieil  exemption.  Any  pt'ison  attempting;  to  engage  in 
this  traflic  within  the  Colony,  is  seized  and  iniprisoned.  Mr. 
Devany  left  several  natives  in  prison  who  had  been  charged 
with  this  oftence.  Tlie  crime  is  made  piracy  by  their  law,  and 
none  of  t!ie  Colonists  have  ever  been  concerned  in  it.  "Whis- 
pers did  prevail  with  respect  to  one  individual,  but  no  proof 
has  been  adduced.  Mr.  Devany  being  asked,  in  conclusion, 
wiiether,  if  tlie  Colony  should  be  recognized  as  independent  by 
the  United  States  and  the  European  Governments,  they  had  anj 
fears  as  to  being  able  to  defend  themselves  from  the  natives  and 
all  others?  lie  replied,  with  great  promptitude,  that  the  Colo- 
ny is  not  in  a  state  of  complete  defence;  the  United  Stateg' 
guns  need  remounting,  and  the  battery  repairing  :  if  this  wa» 
done,  they  would  not  have  the  least  apprehension  on  that  sub- 
ject; and  that  to  be  thus  acknowledged,  was  the  general  desire 
of  the  Colonists. 


(No.  9.) 

Letter  from  Captain  W.  E.  Sherman^  Captain  of  the  Liberia^ 

which  carried  the  Colonists  to  Liberia  in  January  last. 

[The  author  is  an  experienced,  pious  master  of  a  ship,  well  known  to 
many  of  the  most  respectable  merchants  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia.] 

Philadelphia,  May  10,  1830. 
Mr.  Edward  Hali.owill: 

Dear  Sir — As  you  expressed  a  wish  that  I  should  commit  to 
writing  some  account  of  our  Colony  in  Africa,  for  your  own  in- 
formation and  that  of  your  friends,  I  with  pleasure  comply  with 
your  request,  and  will  give  you  all  the  information  I  could  ob- 
tain in  the  three  weeks  I  was  there  last  March. 

The  tract  of  country  purchasetl  by  the  Colonization  Society 
of  the  United  States,  from  African  kings,  witfi  a  view  of  pro- 
/  viding  an  asylum  for  emancipated  slaves,  and  a  residence  for 
»ny  free  persons  of  colour  who  might  be  desirous  of  going  thi- 
ther, is  called,  as  you  very  well  know,  by  the  appropriate  name 
of  Liberia. 

The  first  settlement  and  capital  of  the  Colony  is  AfmroviOf 
situated  in  lat.  6,  '21,  X.  and  10,  50,  W.  long,  about  u  quarter 
of  a  milo  above  the  mouth  of  tho  river   Montserado,  and  about 
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three  quarters  ot  a  mile  from  the  point  of  the  cape,  bearing  the 
name  name-  The  river  St.  Paul  empties  into  the  sea  a  short 
distance  from  the  Montserado.  For  the  first  two  years,  the  emi- 
grants lived  in  small  thatched  houses,  and  about  five  years  ago, 
the  first  dwelling  constructed  of  timber  and  boards,  was  built 
on  the  site  of  tlie  present  town,  in  a  forest  of  trees  of  towering 
height,  and  a  thick  underwood.  Tigers  entering  this  (tlien)  lit- 
tle village,  have  been  shot  from  the  doors.  The  first  settlers 
had  many  difficulties  to  encounter,  as  is  usually  the  case  in  es- 
tablishing a  new  settlementj  but  all  those  difliculties  have  been 
happily  overcome,  and  the  people  are  now  enjoying  the  benefits 
of  their  persevering  industry. 

Monrovia,  at  present,  consists  of  about  ninety  divelling  houses 
and  stores,  two  houses  for  public  ivorship,  and  a  court  house. — 
Many  of  the  dwellings  are  handsome  and  convenient,  and  all  of 
them  comfortable.  The  plot  of  the  town  is  cleared  more  than 
a  mile  square,  elevated  about  seventy  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
sea,  and  contains  seven  liundred  inhabitants.  The  Streets  are 
generally  one  hundred  feet  wide,  and,  like  those  of  our  good 
city,  intersect  each  other  at  right  angles.  The  Colonization 
Society  have  an  agent  and  physician  there. 

The  Agent  is  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  Colony,  and  the  Phy- 
sician his  assistant.  No  white  people  are  allowed  to  reside  in  the 
Colony  for  the  purpose  of  trade,  or  of  pursuing  any  mechanical 
business,  such  being  intended  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the 
coloured  people.  The  Colonial  secretary,  collector  of  customs, 
surveyor,  and  constables,  are  appointed  by  the  agent — the  vice- 
agent,  sheriff,  treasurer,  and  all  other  civil  officers  are  elective, 
and  all  the  officers  except  that  of  the  Agent  and  Physician  are 
filled  by  coloured  people. 

The  Court  holds  its  sessions  on  the  first  Monday  in  every 
month;  juries  are  empannelled  as  with  us;  and  its  jurisdiction 
extends  over  the  whole  Colony.  The  trials  are,  principally, 
for  larceny,  and  the  criminals  are  generally  natives,  who  commit 
thefts  in  the  settlements.  A  few  instances  of  kidnapping  have 
occurred;  these  depredations  were  committed  on  the  recaptured 
Africans.  To  the  honour  of  the  emigrants  be  it  mentioned,  that 
but  five  of  their  number  have  been  committed  for  stealing  or 
misdemeanor  since  1827. 
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IVo  uativ*  kii)ii,k  tiavc  put  theninclvcu  auii  their  subjects  (•up- 
poscii  to  amount  to  ten  thouaanil,)  under  tho  protection  of  the 
Colonv,  and  ara  ready,  bhoulil  it  ho  thouf^lit  necessary  or  ex- 
pedient hy  tlie  settlers  to  put  into  their  liands  arms,  to  make 
common  cause  with  them  in  case  of  hostilities  by  any  of  the  na- 
tivesj  which,  however,  id  not  anticipated,  as  tho  most  friendly 
disposition  is  manifested  by  all  the  natives  of  tho  country  from 
whom  any  danger  might  have  been  apprehended  . 

Tho  township  of  Caldwell  is  about  seven  miles  from  Monro- 
via, on  St.  I'aul'd  river,  and  contains  a  population  of  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty  agriculturalists.  The  soil  is  exceedingly  fertile, 
the  situation  pleasant,  and  tho  people  satisfied  and  happy.  The 
emigrants  carried  out  by  me.  and  from  whom  I  received  a  pleas- 
ing and  satisfactory  account  of  that  i)art  of  tho  country,  are  lo- 
cated there. 

MUhbiirg  is  situated  twcnty-flve  miles  from  Monrovia,  on 
the  St.  PauPs,  at  tlie  head  of  tide  water,  where  there  arc  never- 
failing  streams,  sufficient  for  one  hundred  mills.:  and  there  is 
timber  enough  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  for  their  employ- 
ment, if  used  for  the  purpose  of  sawing,  for  half  a  century.  The 
town  contains  two  hundred  inhabitants. 

Bushrod  Island,  which  separates  the  Montserado  from  the 
St  Paul's  river,  is  seven  miles  in  length,  three  at  its  extreme 
breadtli,  about  five  miles  from  Monrovia,  and  is  very  fertile;  oq 
this  island  are  settled  thirty  families  from  the  Carolinas.  All  the 
above  settlers,  amounting  to  at  least  fifteen  hundred,  are  emi- 
grants from  the  United  States. 

On  the  left  bank  of  Stockton  Creek,  and  near  the  settle- 
ment on  Bushrod  Island,  the  recaptured  Africans  are  loca- 
ted; two  hundred  and  fifty  of  whom  were  sent  out  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  taken  by 
the  Colonists  from  the  Spanish  factories;  the  Agents  of  which 
having  bought  some  of  our  kidnapped  Africans,  and  refusing  to 
give  them  up,  the  Colonists  not  only  took  their  own  people  but  the 
slaves  they  had  collected.  These  four  hundred,  who  are  useful 
agriculturalists,  are  happily  situated  and  very  contented.  The- 
settlements  of  which  I  have  spoken,  contain,  in  the  aggregate, 
nearly  two  thousand  souls,*  and  are  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

•  This  estimate   i»  larjro;  p-obiMy  not    mors  th«n  16   or  1700— [Ejk. 
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1  hava  been  frequently  asked,  eince  my  return  horn  Liberia, 
whether  there  is  no  danger  of  the  natives  breaking  in  upon  the 
Colonists  and  destroying  them.  The  best  answer  I  can  give 
to  this  question,  in  addition  to  what  I  have  already  said,  is  a 
•  tatement  of  the  following  facts. 

^Vhen  the  Colonists  could  muster  but  thirty  effectivo  men 
for  defence,  and  when  the  forest  was  in  pistol  shot  of  their 
houses,  five  thousand  of  the  natives,  armed  with  muskets  and 
other  weapons  of  war,  made  an  attack  upon  them  in  three  divi- 
sions. A  part  of  this  little  band  were  surprised  by  the  left  di- 
vision, who  took  possession  of  one  of  their  two  cannon,  a  nine 
pounder,  but  instead  of  making  use  of  it,  (if  indeed  they  knew 
how,)  for  the  piece  was  loaded  with  grape  and  round  shot,  and 
a  lighted  match  placed  near  it,  the  possessors  were  seen  embrac- 
ing it,  powwowing  over  it,  and  vociferating,  ''big  gun,  big  gun,'' 
till  the  other,  a  four  pounder,  was  brought  to  bear  on  them  un- 
der the  direction  of  Lott  Gary,  and  plied  with  so  much  precision 
and  activity,  that  they  retreated.  The  gun  was  retaken  and  turn- 
ed on  the  invaders,  when  they  made  their  escape  to  the  forest. 
There  was  some  skirmishing  from  the  bush  until  one  of  their 
Gree-gree*  men  was  slain,  carried  off  by  our  men,  and  thrown 
into  the  river.  This  event  entirely  disheartened  them:  they 
went  off,  and  have  from  that  time  never  appeared  in  hostile  ar- 
ray against  the  Colonists.  Many  of  ihem  have  traded  with  the 
Colony  ever  since,  but  they  would  not  acknowledge  that  they 
were  engaged  in  the  war,  till,  from  an  intercourse  of  some  time, 
they  found  it  would  not  be  remembered  to  their  prejudice. — 
They  then  related  many  singular  and  amusing  anecdotes  res- 
pecting it,  and  acknowledged  the  loss  of  seventy  to  eighty 
men  killed.  If  I  remember  right,  the  Colonists  lost  but  two  or 
three  of  their  little  band. 

The  means  the  Colony  has  for  ^lefence,  at  present,  consists 
of  twenty  pieces  of  ordnance,  and  muskets,  &c.  for  1000  men, 
which  may  be  increased  from  private  stores  if  wanted.  In 
Monrovia  there  are,  Capt.  Steward's  company  of  Infantry,  "Wea- 
ver's company  of  Artillery,  and  Diaper's  company  of  ritle  Ran- 
gers. In  Caldwell,  Davis'  company  of  Infantry,  and  Brown's 
of  Artillery.    In  Millsburg,  White's  company  of  llille  Rangers. 

•Gree.{free  men  are  a  kind  of  prophets  or  conjurors. 
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All  tlu;se.  aie  viiliiiiitM-r*  and  in  niiifonn;  l)esi(les  which,  a  rei- 
|)i'cla')le  iiuiMl)i;r  t)f  inllilia,  not  in  uniritiiu,  and  as  many  ot  the 
riativos  iiiKkT  the  prolectKtii  ut  the  colonial  j^ovfiiiuieiit  as  it 
niav  think  piopi'i-  to  arm.  These  facta  will,  I  think,  satisfy  any 
man  as  to  tlie  safety  of  the  Colonists  from  attacks  by  tlic  natives. 

There  is  a  respectable  fort  on  Cape  Montserado,  which  com- 
inaiuls  the  roadstead,  and  has  protected  an  Eni;lish  vessel  chas- 
cil  in  by  a  pirate.  The  military  are  commanded  by  Major  Bar- 
bour— the  commander  in  chief,  is  the  Society's  Ai^ent. 

There  is  much  hospitality  to  be  found  in  Monrovia,  an(< 
among  the  inhabitants  a  greater  proportion  of  moral  and  religious 
characters  than  in  this  city.  I  never  saw  a  man  intoxicated, 
nor  heard  any  profane  swearing  during  the  three  weeks  I  was 
among  them. 

'J"he  two  houses  for  religious  worship  already  noticed,  are  Bap- 
tist and  Methodist — the  Baptists  have  three  and  Methodists  five 
preaciiers,  all  intelligent  coloured  men,  merchants  and  traders, 
residing  among  themj  bo  that  the  people  have  nothing  to  pay 
for  the  support  of  ministers.  Five  German  Missionaries,  some 
ministers  and  teachers,  reside  there,  a  portion  of  whom  preach 
at  the  Methodist  Church  occasionally. 

A  trading  company  has  been  formed  at  Monrovia,  with  a  ca- 
pital of  S-1»0(J0,  and  an  agreement  entered  into  that  no  dividend 
shall  be  made  until  the  profits  increase  the  capital  to  g20,000. 
The  stock  lias  risen  from  50  to  75  dollars  per  share,  in  one  year. 

It  has  been  objected  that  the  climate  is  very  unhealthy — this 
is  true  as  it  respects  the  whites,  but  erroneous  as  respects  the 
coloured  j)eopIc.  Those  from  the  middle  and  northern  states 
have  to  undergo  what  is  called  a  seasoning — that  i-^,  they  gene- 
tally  take  the  fever  the  first  month  of  their  residence,  but  it  has 
rarely  proved  fatal,  since  accommodation*  have  been  prepared 
for  their  reception;  those  from  Georgia,  the  Carolinas,  and  the 
southern  parts  of  Virginia,  either  escape  the  fever  altogether,  or 
have  it  very  slightly.  Deaths  occur  there,  indeed,  as  in  other 
places,  but  Doctor  Mechlin,  the  Agent,  assured  me  that  the 
bills  of  mortality  would  show  a  less  proportion  of  deaths,  than 
those  of  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  or  New  Voik. 

1  have  given  you  a  statement  of  facts  as  nearly  as  I  could  as- 
rcrtain  them.  If  there  be  any  errors,  thnv  are,  I  am  persuaded, 
unimportant;  for  my  information  has  been  derived  from  respec- 
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tabla  source!  in  that  country,  and  mj  own  oiiierration  induces 
me  to  beliere  that  what  I  have  written  is  eubstantially  correct. 

I  will  add  mj  own  opinion,  though  I  fear  you  may  think  it 
preiuinptuous.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  eaying  that  I  believo 
Liberia  will,  in  time,  become  a  great  nation,  and  be  the  means, 
eventually,  of  civilizing  a  great  part  of  Africa,  and  I  should 
hope  the  whole  of  that  benighted  country.  There  are  already  in 
Monrovia,  at  least  GO  children  of  native  parents,  and  there  would 
be,  if  wanted,  many  more. 

Do  you  ask  what  kind  of  government  the  Liberians  would  es- 
tablish, if  a  great  nation  and  left  to  themselves;  I  answer,  a 
republican,  unquestionably.  The  intelligent  emigrants  having 
been  brought  up  in  this  country,  and  the  first  laws  in  operation 
among  them  being  republican,  they  would  be  as  well  prepared 
for  happiness  under  such  a  government,  as  any  people  in  the 
world.  The  adult  male  inhabitants  consider  themselves  meri, 
and  know  how  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  a  free  institution,  and 
will  never  surrender  their  liberties,  but  with  their  lives.  They 
aro  now  as  patriotic  Americans  as  our  fore-faihers  were  loyal 
subjects  of  the  kings  of  Hingland.  Should  they  receive  no  fur- 
ther aid  from  this  country,  they  will  nevertheless,  in  my  opinion, 
attain  to  greatness  eventually;  but  if  that  aid  which  I  think  they 
*o  justly  deserve,  should  be  continued,  their  progress  to  this 
end  will  be  greatly  accelerated. 

Some  are  of  opinion  that  Ilayti  is  preferable  to  Liberia  for 
colored  people  to  emigrato  to;  a  little  reflection  will,  I  think, 
show  the  error  of  this  opinion,  llayti  is  and  ever  has  been  in 
the  hands  of  military  despots;  the  Haytians  have  never  known 
what  rational  liberty  was,  nor  ever  can.  Experience  has  shown 
this  to  be  the  case.  What  would  people  of  colour  from  this 
country  gain  by  going  to  Haytir — they  would  be  kept  as  labour- 
ers, ''hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water,"  to  the  haughty 
Haytian.  They  would  have  no  share  in  the  government,  and 
could  never  rise  to  any  degree  of  eminence.  If  they  must  have 
masters,  they  prefer  white  to  those  of  their  own  colour:  this  I 
have  found  to  be  universally  their  sentiment-  The  manners 
and  customs  of  the  Haytians  are  different  from  those  of  our  peo- 
ple as  is  their  language.  The  religious  and  even  moral  coloured 
people,  cannot  be  happy  where  tiie  Sabbath  is  a  day  of  revelry 
and  dissipation,  and  they  considered  a?  heretics,  and  where  the 
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luoraU  of  tl\c  people  ara    little  bottut  tlmii    those  of  titu  native 
African. 

Many  of  our  citizeni*  teem  to  tliiiik  that  the  object  and  onl/ 
object  of  tho  Colonization  Society,  is  to  get  clear  of  a  surplui 
coloureil  population.  I  have  very  little  personal  acquaintance 
with  any  of  the  members,  but  I  never  can  attribute  a  motive  bo 
eoltisli  to  tliat  Society;  nor  Jo  I  believe  there  can  bo  found  one 
among  them  who  does  not  know  that  tho  increase  by  births  in 
this  country,  is  greater  than  tho  number  they  can  transport  to 
liibcria  in  any  given  year.  Their  ol)jects  then  can  only  bo  the 
laudable  ones  of  bettering  the  condition  of  an  injured  people, 
diminishing  slavery  in  our  country,  and  the  civili/.ation  of  Af- 
rica; all  which  appear  to  me  attainable. 

You  may  say  1  have  given  you  much  extraneous  matter,  which 
has  but  little  bearing  on  tho   main  question — true,  but   I  am 
writing  to  a  friend,  whose  goodness  I  know  will  pardon  this  di- 
gression, and  who  can  expect  no  better  from  an  old  seaman. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  E.  SIIKUMAX. 


(No.  10.) 
Pennsyhania  State  Colonization  Society. 

Wo  have  heretofore  mentioned  tho  generous  and  very  cfli- 
cient  efforts  recently  made  by  tho  citi/.ens  of  Pliiladelphia,  in 
behalf  of  our  Institution.  The  Report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Society,  during  the  last  year,  has  just  reached  us, 
and  aft'urds  gratifying  evidence  of  the  7,eal  and  energy  with 
which  the  members  of  that  association  have  prosecuted  the  great 
woik  in  which  they  are  engaged. 

'I'he  following  extracts  from  the  Report  will  show  the  results 
of  those  eftnrt'^. 

"■The  Brig  Liberia,  a  newly  built  vessel  of  this  port,  was  en- 
gaged to  go  to  Norfolk  in  Virginia,  there  to  receive  on  board 
such  liberated  slaves  as  should  bt*  asseinbleil  by  thf  parent  So- 
ciety, and  sail  thence  on  the  15th  of  January  for  the  Coast  of 
Africa. 

"The  terms  agreed  upon,  were  S'--''  for  each  passenger  over 
twelve  years  of  age — SI  2  nO  for  those  between  twelve  and  two, 
and  nothing  for  infants  under  two.    Within  the  time  stipulated, 


the  brig  pioLcedeil  to  Nurlolk,  and  having  receivnl  on  board 
the  cniii^iants,  sailed  for  the  Colony  with  filty-eight  passengers, 
of  wfioin  forty-nine  were  liberated  slaves,  for  uhose  passage 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  paid  the  stipulated 
prices,  on  receiving  from  the  Society  at  Washington,  a  list  of 
their  names  and  ages,  together  with  the  places  from  which  they 
had  cotne.  These,  it  is  hoped,  have  before  this  time,  safely 
reacheil  their  adopted  home  on  the  Coast  of  Africa.  Within  a 
few  days  after  the  sailing  of  the  Liberia,  there  arrived  at  Nor- 
folk, after  a  toilsome  journey  of  600  miles  over  land  on  foot,  a 
company  of  thirty  enfranchised  slaves,  who  had  been  liberated 
by  a  benevolent  gentleman  of  Georgia,  for  the  purpose  of  going 
to  tlie  Colony — and  had  been  expected  to  go  in  the  Liberia;  but 
unfortunately  were  delayed  till  after  the  vessel  had  sailed — and 
they  had  been  obliged  to  remain  at  Norfolk,  waiting  another 
opportunity." 

Subsequently  the  Brig  Montgomery  was  chartered  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Norfolk,  "where  she  took  on  board  seventy  emi- 
grants,' and  sailed  thence  to  Liberia  on  the  29th  of  April.  The 
average  price  of  each  passenger  in  the  Montgomery  was  S26  95, 
which  also  included  a  freight  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  pro- 
visions, and  other  articles,  sent  out  for  the  use  of  the  Colony. 

'•Since  the  sailing  of  the  Montgomery,  the  I/iberia  has  return- 
ed, after  a  prosperous  voyage  of  forty-two  days  out,  having  re- 
mained three  weeks  at  Monrovia.  The  account  given  by  Cap- 
tain Sherman,  in  his  letter  to  the  President  of  the  Society, 
is  highly  interesting  and  gratifying  to  every  friend  of  the  Colony. 
The  testimony  of  Capt.  Sherman,  who  is  a  respectable  and  in- 
telligent man,  and  had  ample  opportunity  for  observation,  is  cal- 
culated to  confirm  the  hopes,  and  give  new  vigour  to  the  efturts  ot 
those  engaged  in  tiie  cause  of  colonization.  The  Managers  take 
this  opportunity  of  expressing  their  gratitude  to  Capt.  Sherman 
for  his  kindness  and  attention  to  the  emigrants,  and  the  ability 
with  which  he  conducted  the  expedition  conniiitted  to  his  care. 

•Of  tliese,  nearly  two-Uiinls  being  lieallhy  and  industrious  adults,  (most- 
ly farmers  and  mechanics,)  will  prove  a  valuable  accjuisition  to  the  strength 
of  the  Colony:  thirty  individuals  were  manumllled  by  Col.  Early  of  Geor- 
f^ia,  six  by  Franklin  Anderson,  of  Hagerstown,  Md.  six  by  Rev.  Mr. 
1'ildcn,  of  Stephensburg,  Va.  and  the  remaining  twenty-eight,  by  variou* 
btncvol'jul  pcraons  ncai  J.^nchburg,  Va. 
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''In  concluding  this  report,  the  boaiJ  canuut  withhold  from 
their  follow-citiicns  the  expression  of  llicir  grateful  Bcnso  of  the 
liberality  with  which  thev  have  seconded  our  humble  exertions: 
the  whole  sum  contributed,*  amountinj;  to  S3999  50 

They  have  disbursed  as  follows: 
Expedition  of  58  passengers  per  Brig 

Liberia,  61327  ^il 

70  passengers  and  stores 

per  Brig  Montgomery,  1887  00 

S214  2^1 


Leaving  a  balance  of  B785  28 


This  sum  they  propose  to  appropriate  towards  fitting  out  an- 
other cxi)e(lition,  to  sail  early  in  the  ensuing  autumn,  if  borne 
out  by  that  munificence  for  which  our  city  has  been  so  long  dis- 
tinguished: they  would,  therefore,  particularly  invite  their  at- 
tention to  the  generous  offer  of  a  gentleman  who  has  already 
subscribed  several  hundred  dollars,  and  who  j)ropose9  to  be  'one 
of  twenty-five  persons,  who  shall  contribute  glOO  each,  to  in- 
sure the  fulfilment  of  this  benevolent  plan.' 

"In  addition  to  the  sums  collected  in  Philadelphia,  we  have 
received  from  the  Chester  County  Colonization  Society,  the 
sum  of  SI  13,  contributed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Chester  county 
in  aid  of  these  expeditions,  in  pursuance  of  resolutions  adopted 
at  a  meeting  held  in  West  Chester  at  the  request  of  the  Mana- 
gers of  this  Society. 

"Philadelphia  has  already  contributed  much  to  this  great  ob- 
ject, by  sending  two  vessels  with  Colonists  to  Liberia,  and  it  would 
be  a  source  of  noble  satisfaction,  if  our  city,  by  sending  a  third, 
should  set  an  example  for  other  parts  of  the  T^nion  to  imitate. — 
Were  arrangements  made  for  sending,  annually  at  least,  ono 
vessel  freighted  with  emigrants  to  the  Coast  of  Africa,  the  Colo- 
ny would  soon  be  in  a  conilition  to  render  foreign  support  un- 
necessary, and  a  flouiishiiig  people  would  express  their  gratitude 
to  those  who  had  removed  them  from  a  state  «f  degradation,  to 
the  enjoyment  of  all  the  blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.'' 

"  *  They  have  also  to  acknowltdge  the  receipt  of  three  ktjfs  of  modi 
cine  from  Benjamin  Johnston;    fifteen  pair  of  shoes  from  Robert  Miirpliy, 
and  several  ploiiglis  and  liarrows  from  Uu*!h  and  Miihienhurgh." 
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